The Way to Become God’s Children
John 1:6–13
Last week we learned that Jesus is the Creator. From the beginning He was with God, and in Him there is eternal life. This life is the light that shines for people. But when the light (Jesus) came, the darkness did not understand it. People could come to Jesus, but many chose to hide, like pulling down a curtain, so they stayed in the dark.
So God sent John the Baptist to tell people about Jesus, the true light. Today we will see how John did his mission, and how we can become children of God.
Many believers like high positions or special honors. But the most precious position is to be a child of God. If we are God’s children, this blessing is not only for this life on earth but also continues forever in heaven. Even angels envies our privilege of being God’s children.
Through today’s Word, we should ask: Am I truly a child of God? If yes, then how do I enjoy the power and blessing of being His child? Let us live with that hope, and pray to live according to His will and purpose as His children.
1.  John’s Witness
Jesus, the light of life, came to shine in the darkness. But the world did not understand Him. A blind person cannot lead another blind person. If you tell a blind person that the sun is shining, they still cannot see it. Someone must explain it to them.
In the same way, when Jesus the true light came, God sent someone to introduce Him. That person was John. See verse 6: “There was a man sent from God whose name was John.” God gave John the mission to tell people about Jesus, the light.
John accepted this mission. He called people to repent, saying, “Repent, for the kingdom of God is near.” He also pointed to Jesus and said, “Look, the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world” (John 1:29). Because of John, many people came, repented, and were baptized in the Jordan River. God’s purpose was that through John, all people would believe in Jesus (verse 7).
John’s life is a good model for Christians. Our purpose is the same—to share the good news so that others may believe in Jesus. The greatest gift we can give to anyone is the gospel, because it has the power of God that brings salvation to everyone.
This is why Paul preached the gospel to everyone, Jews and Gentiles alike. In Acts 1:8, Jesus also commands us to be His witnesses. God has sent us into this world as Christ’s ambassadors, to share the gospel.
When we live with this purpose, we see people differently. We have the heart of a shepherd for souls who are perishing. We pray for them. The poorest person is not the beggar on the street, but the one who does not know Jesus and will go to hell without Him.
That is why we share the gospel. Even today, we see people among us who work hard for lost souls. On cold nights they prepare BBQ parties to invite VIPs and serve them. Some invite VIPs to join Living Life Bible study and learn together. In mokjangs, members invite VIPs, consider their language needs, and serve them with love. At workplaces, some faithfully care for souls with prayer and kindness. Others pray and meet VIPs again and again, even if they do not yet change.
All these efforts are precious in God’s eyes and bring joy to Him.
In John 1:8–9 we see that John was not the light. He was only a witness to the light. The true light shines on all people. In the world there have been great teachers who were not the true light, but like a small lamp that shines for a short while. They also gave some partial good teachings, but they could not shine their light to everyone. Christ is the only one who shines light to all people.
The true light must be unique, eternal, and universal. Jesus has all three of these qualities.
· Unique means that Christ alone is the only light of life who drives away darkness.
· Eternal means that the light of Jesus does not change with time but lasts forever.
· Universal means that the light of Jesus applies to everyone.
Whoever meets Jesus Christ is changed. The sinful Samaritan woman became a holy person. Selfish tax collectors became apostles of love. The disciples, once full of desire for power, humbly gave their lives to the Lord to preach the gospel of Christ. John Newton was once the captain of a slave ship. But when the light of Jesus shone on him, he repented and became a witness of Christ. He wrote Amazing Grace:
“I once was lost, but now am found, was blind but now I see.”
When anyone meets Jesus, their life comes alive. Because Jesus is the true light, He drives out every kind of darkness.
1. People’s Response to the True Light, Jesus
When the light came into the world, how did the world respond to Jesus? Let’s look at verse 10: “He was in the world, and though the world was made through him, the world did not recognize him.”
Although Jesus is the Creator, the world did not know Him. Isaiah 1:3 says, “The ox knows his master, the donkey his owner’s manger, but Israel does not know, my people do not understand.” Even the ox knows its master, and the donkey knows its owner’s manger, but the people of Israel did not know God. This was because their hearts were corrupt. Jeremiah 17:9 says that their hearts were deceitful.
Even while breathing the air God gave, they said there is no God. Even while drinking the water God provided, they denied Him. Therefore, they could not recognize the light of God’s life shining on them. This was due to their spiritual ignorance.
Here, “they did not know the light” means they did not have a personal and relational knowledge of Jesus, the true light. The Greek word used here is a form of ginōskō, which means to know by personal experience. If we only know with our head that “Jesus is the light,” but have no relationship with Him, then we are still in darkness and live as we please.
In Matthew 7:21–23, many people will say, “Lord, Lord,” and even perform miracles and prophesy, but because they do not have a real relationship with Jesus, they will fall into hell.
When we do not personally know God, we commit all kinds of sins. We live under the illusion that life belongs to us, we love darkness, and we chase after temporary pleasures. But when we personally know Jesus, our Savior, we cannot help but love Him. When we love and follow Jesus, the true light, we no longer follow darkness. Instead, we enjoy true freedom in Jesus.

See verse 11: “He came to that which was his own, but his own did not receive him.”
He came to His own people, but His own did not welcome Him. Here, “His own people” refers to the Israelites. God had chosen the Israelites to be a priestly nation that would bring salvation to the whole world. However, they rejected their spiritual privileges and identity. They mistakenly thought that God would save only the Jews.
Outwardly, they seemed to keep the Sabbath and obey the Scriptures, but in reality, they ignored the true spirit of the Old Testament. Yet, in their pride, they believed they were living faithfully. The core message of the Old Testament was: “Love the Lord your God with all your heart, soul, and strength. Love your neighbor as yourself.” But their loving relationship with God was broken. And when the relationship with God is broken, relationships with people also collapse—it is only a matter of time.
They also had a wrong idea of the Messiah. They misunderstood the Messiah as a political savior who would free Israel from Roman rule. Because of this false expectation, they rejected Jesus when He came in a different way.
2. The Way to Become Children of God
But in verse 12 John gives us a word of hope: “Yet to all who received him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God.”
Here, “the right” means status, power, authority, and legitimate right. God gives only one condition: whoever receives Him—whoever believes in His name—becomes a child of God.
It does not matter what kind of life you have lived until now. God does not look at a reference letter. He does not check your wealth, degree, appearance, job, personality, or grades. He looks at only one thing: have you believed in the name of Jesus and received Him? Here, “the name” means receiving Jesus as the Christ, the King, the Savior, the Son of God (equal with God). To receive Jesus is to welcome Him fully into our hearts and our whole being (e.gl receive).
When we truly receive Jesus, our Master changes. Jesus becomes the Lord of our life and our only Savior. Once we receive Him, the purpose of our life also changes—to live for the glory of God.
In some places, like Africa or among Hindus, people may easily “receive” Jesus by simply adding Him to the list of gods they already worship. But receiving Jesus is not like adding a genie or a helper. To receive Jesus is to welcome Him as the only Savior, the Lord, and the Master of our lives. At that moment, God gives us the right to become His children.
When we stand before death, our wealth or honor will not matter at all. The only thing that matters is this: Am I truly a child of God? The authority/ rights given to God’s children is that they can already enjoy eternal life (true happiness) on this earth and live as children of God. As His children, the Creator God becomes our protector, our provider, and our comforter. He leads us in the best path.
We also receive the privilege to pray in Jesus’ name. Jesus promised that when God’s children ask in His name, He will answer: “You may ask me for anything in my name, and I will do it” (John 14:14). So we can come to God, talk with Him, and pray. We are no longer alone. On this earth, we do not live by ourselves but always with God who is with us.
One sister who recently received Jesus said, “I am no longer lonely. I am so glad I can come to God and talk with Him.”
Of course, receiving Jesus does not make someone a saint overnight. We still fail and stumble. But when we repent and rise again, we grow. Through failures and struggles, we come to realize that God is truly the Lord of our lives. (e.g.)
The greatest change when we receive Jesus is that our relationship with Him changes. God becomes the Master of our lives, and we live for His glory.
If we want to check whether we have truly received Him, we need to ask: Who is the master of my life? What is the purpose of my life? This shows us the truth.
Even when a friend is beside us, we are aware of them. But if the Creator of heaven and earth, Jesus, dwells in our hearts and yet we hardly notice Him and live as though He were not there, then something is seriously wrong. That is why we must examine carefully: Who is my Master? What is the purpose of my life?
In verse 13 we see that becoming a child of God is only possible through God. It does not happen because of natural descent (being born into a Christian family). It does not happen by human decision, through personal moral, spiritual, or religious efforts. It does not happen just because our parents want us to be good believers. Human (human system) will cannot give another person spiritual rebirth.
Becoming a child of God is only by being born of God. It happens when the Holy Spirit works, and we personally receive Jesus Christ as Lord.
Conclusion 
The way to become God’s child is to personally receive Jesus as my Savior, my King, and the Christ. The opposite of receiving is rejecting. To receive Him means to welcome Him with joy. There is no greater blessing than this. When we receive Him, our identity changes—we become God’s possession and His children. The greatest change in our status is that by receiving Jesus, we become children of God. Therefore, let us live enjoying true happiness in Christ.
Have you lost joy and lived in anxiety? Then let us renew our relationship with God. The Lord is my King and my Master. He is the purpose of my life. With Him, let us daily enjoy the joy of eternal life and, like John, live as witnesses who testify about Him. Amen.


