Jesus who became flesh/incarnate
John 1:14-18
Introduction
Last week we learned that those who receive Jesus and believe in His name are given the right to become children of God. Once we lived in darkness, but now we are children of God. 
Today’s passage takes us to the heart of the gospel: “The Word became flesh and made His dwelling among us.” This is the mystery of the incarnation—God Himself came to this world, who is full of grace and truth. 
The eternal Word was with God in the beginning and through whom all things were made, entered our world. He is the Creator, the One who sustains all things. 
And yet, this very God came down and chose to live among us as Immanuel, “God with us.” In these five verses (John 1:14-18), John takes us deep into the mystery of the incarnation. 
1) Jesus came to this world from heaven 
The apostle Paul wrote Jesus’ incarnation in Philippians 2: 6-7, “Though He was in very nature God, He did not consider equality with God, rather, He made Himself nothing by taking the very nature of a servant, being made in human likeness.” Jesus, who was in very nature God, possessed glory, honor, and majesty. Yet He laid aside those privileges and became human.
When John says, “The Word became flesh,” he points to the real humanity of Christ. He took on mortal, fragile flesh. As a man He knew thirst, hunger, and weariness. He faced temptation just as we do, yet without sin. 
Why would the Creator God humble Himself in such a way? Because although God had called people to Himself throughout the Old Testament—from Adam to the time Jesus came—humans stubbornly refused His invitation. Yet Christ humbled Himself and came all the way down to dwell among us.
John continues, “The Word became flesh and made His dwelling among us.” The phrase “made His dwelling among us” literally means, “He tabernacled among us.” Just as the tabernacle in the wilderness was filled with God’s presence and glory, so Jesus came as the true tabernacle. Now he has taken up residence among his people in the person of Jesus Christ. In Old Testament, God’s presence dwelt in tabernacle or in the temple, but it was limited and often temporary. Because of Israel’s sins and idolatry, the Lord’s presence could no longer remain in His sanctuary. God’s presence, once so near, left them. The people’s rebellion had driven away the Shekinah (God’s divine presence) glory.
But in Christ, God’s dwelling came to us. Jesus, the Son of God, came Himself to be permanently present with His people. He is the true Shekinah—the living presence of God in human flesh. Now His presence dwells with His people to the ends of the earth. Wherever we are, we live in the abiding presence of Jesus.
Jesus came to dwell among us for this very purpose—to take away our sins and open the way for us to meet God directly. He came not to be served but to serve, and to give His life to save us (Matt. 20:28).
Those who experienced the amazing love of Jesus also showed such amazing love to other people. When missionaries came to Joseon, they endured unthinkable hardships. They lived among fleas, bedbugs, and lice, exposed themselves to local diseases, and buried children who died from sickness. They gave up their comfortable lives, fame, good jobs, luxury, and good medical systems for the sake of bringing the gospel to Korea. Their sacrifice was but a reflection of the greater sacrifice of Christ, who left the glory of heaven to dwell in a hostile world.
When Jesus came, He was not welcomed. He was mistreated and eventually crucified. Few truly honored God. The religious leaders were hypocritical—though they knew the law and the Scriptures, they did not know God nor seek His glory. The Sadducees collaborated with the Romans to protect their privileges, as did the tax collectors. Many people were simply struggling to survive. The society was filled with rebellion and stubborn hearts. Countless suffered from leprosy, demonic oppression, poverty, and helplessness. They were like sheep without a shepherd.
What about us today? We don’t even like to share a room with those we dislike. We resist giving up our rights and privileges. We want to enjoy them to the fullest. When called to lay them down in service, we often feel it is unfair—and sometimes even grow bitter. But Jesus, though He had every right to heavenly glory, laid it all aside and came into this world. Why? Because to atone for human sin, the sinless God had to come in human form and die for us. That is why He came—to save us. The incarnation of Jesus is truly the amazing grace of God.
Jesus came to this earth in human form, so He understands us deeply. He knows our weaknesses, our temptations, and even the dangers of addiction. He knows our needs—and He is ready to help us when we call on Him (Hebrews 4:15). We cannot imitate Jesus perfectly, but we can strive to follow His example. Let us try to be like Him. Let’s reach out to those who do not know Him—people we might normally avoid—and embrace them, serve them, and welcome them. Let’s be willing to lay down our rights to serve others. Even in our mokjang, when VIPs visit, let’s humbly serve them. When we practice humility and put others first, hearts open more easily—even though the world may not value such humility.
2) We have seen his glory
John continues in verse 14b: ‘We have seen His glory, the glory of the One and Only, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth.’ John had walked with Jesus, touched Him with his own hands, and even saw the risen Lord (1 John 1:1). For John, this ‘glory’ refers to the divine glory of God revealed fully in Jesus Christ.
The very fact that God came to this earth is a great glory. To see His glory means that God reveals who He truly is. The Messiah who was foretold throughout the Old Testament came to this earth and died on the cross. That is why Jesus also spoke of His death as His glory (Jn13:30-33).
This was something far greater than what Moses experienced in the Old Testament. When Moses pleaded, “Now show me your glory” (Exod. 33:18), the Lord replied that no one could see His face and live. Instead, God placed Moses in the cleft of a rock, covering him with His hand until His glory passed by, letting Moses see only His back (Exod. 33:22–23). The glory of God was too overwhelming for a human being to see fully.
Yet John declares with boldness: ‘We have seen His glory.’ The glory that was once hidden now shines openly in the person of Jesus Christ. This glory is unique—it is the glory of the One and Only Son, who shares in the very nature of God. As Jesus Himself said, ‘I and the Father are one’ (John 10:30). For more than three years John lived in close fellowship with Him, and through the risen Lord he became absolutely certain: Jesus, filled with all the fullness of God, is the only way reveal who God is.
3) Jesus reveals God’s fulness of grace and truth
In the phrase “full of grace and truth.” Grace here is God’s unconditional love given to us not because of who we are but because of who He is. Though every one of us deserves judgment and eternal separation from God, His mercy reached us in Christ. Unlike human grace, which is often tied to conditions, Jesus’ grace is unconditional. It is freely given to all who receive Him.
And He is also the truth. Truth is not relative or changing; it is absolute, universal, and eternal. All the symbols of the Old Testament—the Passover lamb, the temple sacrifices—were only shadows pointing to Jesus, the true reality. Jesus is the truth itself. He declared: ‘I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me’ (John 14:6). The world may claim there are many paths to God, but Jesus insists there is only one—and that is Himself. When John says Jesus came ‘full of grace and truth,’ he is showing us that in Christ grace and truth are abundant, overflowing in immeasurable supply
John continues in verse 15: “John testified concerning him. He cried out, saying, ‘This was he of whom I said, He who comes after me has surpassed me because he was before me.’” Although John was six months older than Jesus in human terms, he said that Jesus existed before him—because Jesus is the Creator God who existed in the beginning with God. 
Then verses 16 and 17 expand this truth: “From the fullness of his grace we have all received one blessing after another. For the law was given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ.”
What does it mean that we have received grace from His fullness? It means that in Christ the fullness of God dwells, and from that fullness we are continually supplied with grace. The phrase ‘grace in place of grace already given’ means that Jesus keeps pouring out new grace upon us. There are three aspects of this grace: saving grace, which redeems us; sustaining grace, which upholds us in daily life; and sanctifying grace, which shapes us into the likeness of Christ. His grace is like an overflowing fountain that never runs dry.
Our salvation, the sustaining of our faith, and our sanctification all come by God’s grace. It is not because of our merit or achievement. It is only because God helps us that we can grow and remain watchful. But when pride enters, thinking 'we did this,' everything quickly collapses. When we know that everything is by God’s grace, we can give thanks even in difficult situations, because we trust that they will bring us spiritual benefit. Without this understanding of grace, we fall into complaints and the illusion that our success is from ourselves. This leads to discouragement, and worry. The truth is, who I am today is entirely by God’s grace. Knowing this, we must acknowledge His grace, give thanks for it, and continually seek it. Paul said that this grace is what makes us strong (2 Timothy 2:1)
Verse 17 “For the law was given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. Jesus’ ministry is superior to Moses’. Through His incarnation and His death on the cross, Jesus accomplished what the law could never do. He brought us into full forgiveness, into true freedom, and into the everlasting grace of God.
Application
· Appreciate His indwelling presence
· Jesus is the true Shekinah who now dwells permanently with His people. Acknowledge His presence in your workplace, university, home, and mokjang. The more we behold His glory, the more we enjoy His presence, true joy, and lasting happiness. (Let us seek Him first, give thanks for His presence, and meditate three times a day for 10 minutes.)
· Rely on His help
· Ask for His intervention in your daily struggles. The incarnate Jesus lives with us and is always ready to help.
· Practice humility in service
· Just as Christ laid aside His heavenly glory, let us lay down our rights to serve others.
· In family, church, and mokjang, seek opportunities to put others before ourself.
· Seek His grace continually
· Receive the “grace in place of grace already given”—saving, sustaining, and sanctifying grace.
· Trust God to use even hardships for your spiritual growth, and give thanks in all circumstances.

