John the Baptist Who Testified About Jesus
John 1:19-28 
Two weeks ago, we learned about the incarnate Jesus. Today, I pray that through the dialogue between John and the delegation sent by the religious leaders, we may learn who Jesus is,  John’s humble attitude in bearing witness to Him, and finding his true identity before God’s word.
1. The Delegation Questioning John’s Identity
The influence of John had rapidly increased, and all the people of Judea were going to the Jordan River to be baptized. As a result, most people began to think that John might be the Messiah they had been waiting for (Luke 3:15). Therefore, the Sanhedrin council in Jerusalem sent a delegation to John. According to verses 19 and 24, priests, Levites, and Pharisees came as their representatives. Their question to John was: Who are you? They were hoping to catch something in his response that would violate their religious law so they could accuse him.
John’s ministry of baptizing at the Jordan River was not something he initiated on his own. While fasting and praying in the wilderness, the word of God came to him powerfully, and so he began his ministry of calling people to repentance (Luke 3:1–2). Thus, he urged the crowds who came to him at the Jordan River to repent: “Repent, for the kingdom of God is near.” John was not speaking pleasant words that people wanted to hear. People generally prefer words of comfort or encouragement, or messages of blessing, but they dislike the call to repentance. Yet John proclaimed repentance to those who came: “Repent, for the kingdom of God is near.” By baptizing people, he announced that God’s kingdom was drawing near and prepared the way for the Christ who was to come.
When the delegation asked, “Who are you?” it was a question about John’s identity. John clearly replied that he was not the Christ, because many Jews strongly suspected that he might be the Christ. Even before they asked, “Are you the Christ?” he firmly answered, “I am not the Christ.” Then they asked, “Who are you then? Are you Elijah?” For it was prophesied in Malachi 4:5: “See, I will send you the prophet Elijah before that great and dreadful day of the LORD comes.” And in Matthew 17:12, 11:14, and Mark 9:13, Jesus Himself said that John came in the spirit of Elijah. In Luke 1:17, the angel also prophesied to Zechariah, when John was conceived, that he would go before the Lord in the spirit and power of Elijah to prepare His (Jesus’) way. In Scripture, even Elijah’s and John’s outward appearance was similar: both wore clothing of animal hair, with a leather belt around their waist, and both urged the people to repent and come back to God.
When asked, “Are you Elijah?” John had a good opportunity to exalt or promote himself. He could have said: “Yes, I am the one sent to prepare the way of the Lord. Do you know why people are coming to me in the wilderness? Because I have received the word of God here.” This would have been a subtle way to elevate himself.
However, John denied it, saying that he was not Elijah. Regarding this, there are two views. One is that John may not have fully realized at the time who he was in relation to the prophecy of Malichi. Another is that, since Elijah had been taken up to heaven without experiencing death in a chariot of fire, the Jews were expecting the return of a prophet with overwhelming power. Knowing this, John may have denied being that kind of Elijah.
So they asked again, “Are you the Prophet?” referring to the one Moses foretold in Deuteronomy 18:15: “The LORD your God will raise up for you a prophet like me from among your own brothers.” This ultimately pointed to Christ—Jesus Himself. Therefore, John answered, “No.” Notice how his answers became progressively shorter.
Finally, they pressed him: “Then who are you? Give us an answer to take back to those who sent us. What do you say about yourself?” From this, we can see that they had no sincere desire to know who John truly was. They were only doing their job on behalf of the Sanhedrin, seeking a report to bring back.
At that moment, what did John say?
2. John Reveals His Identity
John answered, “I am the voice of one calling in the wilderness.” He discovered his identity in the words of Isaiah 40:3: “A voice of one calling: ‘In the desert prepare the way for the LORD; make straight in the wilderness a highway for our God.’”
John embraced his identity as “a voice crying out in the wilderness.” A voice only delivers a message and then disappears. A voice does not receive recognition from people, nor does it carry glory or reward. It simply proclaims a message and fades away. John accepted that he was just a voice in the wilderness. At that time, the capital was Jerusalem. He did not identify himself as a voice crying out in the bustling streets or the temple of Jerusalem but as a voice in the desolate wilderness.
In those days, anyone seeking success had to go to Jerusalem. They had to ally with those in power—high priests in the temple, Roman governors, King Herod, Pharisees, or Sadducees who gained wealth and status through their ties with Rome. Many Jews also admired Roman power, seeking to profit through trade and influence. Yet John did not look for his identity in places where people sought recognition. Instead, he embraced being a voice preparing the way of the Lord in the wilderness. While praying and fasting there, God’s word came upon him from above. According to Luke 3:1–2, the word of the Lord did not come to the high priests Annas or Caiaphas in Jerusalem but to John, who was earnestly seeking the Lord in the wilderness.
Through Isaiah 40:3, John discovered his mission. He accepted that he was a voice in the wilderness and that his role was to prepare the way for the Lord who was to come after him. Therefore, to everyone who came to him in the wilderness, he declared: “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is near.” He prepared their hearts so that they might meet the Lord.
We too must discover from Scripture our identity—why we live in this world and what we live for—and live accordingly. People pursue many things for happiness: some desire good careers or professional status, others seek wealth to find value. But our true worth is found in making the Lord known to the world. Proclaiming the gospel to those headed toward eternal death is precious. For this purpose, we pray for and serve those who need salvation (VIPs). We also serve in our Mokjang ministries for the salvation of souls and the making of disciples. This is the Great Commission that Jesus entrusted to us. In John’s time, many were disillusioned with politicians and religious leaders and wandered without hope. John discovered his mission in the wilderness, and so he cried out: “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is near.”
Today we hear countless messages telling us how to live. If we seek our identity in those, we will be swept away by the currents of this age. But we must discover from the Word who we are and what we live for, and live accordingly. It is not enough just to understand the word of God; the words of God must dwell within us. This is why we meditate on Scripture (hagah, “mutter/repeat”). In doing so, we desire to live according to God’s Word. Let us read the Bible continually, take one verse each day, meditate on it deeply (do Haggadah), and put it into practice.
Jesus said that among those born of women, there has been none greater than John the Baptist, who prepared His way: “I tell you the truth: Among those born of women there has not risen anyone greater than John the Baptist; yet he who is least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he” (Matthew 11:11). A life that testifies about Jesus, the Messiah of humanity, is the most valuable life.
See verses 24–25. When John declared that he was the voice in the wilderness, some Pharisees asked him: “If you are not the Christ, nor Elijah, nor the Prophet, then why do you baptize?” This was meant to threaten him. At that time, only Gentiles converting to Judaism were baptized with water. Jews believed that because they were Abraham’s descendants and had received circumcision on the eighth day, their entry into the kingdom of God was guaranteed. But John urged all people to repent, whether Jew or Gentile, and baptized them if they repented. He knew that even Abraham’s descendants could not enter the kingdom without repentance.
The religious leaders at that time, however, held to the tradition that only Gentile converts should be baptized. Thus, they accused John of acting unlawfully, contrary to their customs. Yet baptism in Scripture was associated with cleansing and washing away impurity (Ezekiel 36:25; Zechariah 13:1). John’s baptism of repentance, turning people back to God, was entirely biblical. But the Pharisees questioned his authority, essentially saying, “Do you even have the right (licence) to do this?” At that moment, John could have defended himself with Scripture, or claimed that he was proclaiming the word of God given to him in the wilderness.
3. Jesus Who Baptizes with Fire and the Spirit
But what did John answer at that moment?
Look at verses 26–27:
“I baptize with water,” John replied, “but among you stands one you do not know. He is the one who comes after me, the thongs of whose sandals I am not worthy to untie.”
(John 1:26–27)
John introduced Jesus more actively than he defended himself. In Matthew 3:11 John says, “I baptize you with water for repentance. But after me will come one who is more powerful than I, whose sandals I am not fit to carry. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and with fire.” In other words, the Christ who comes after him will baptize with fire and the Spirit. That means the Messiah is the one who gives salvation and, by baptizing with the Spirit and fire, enables people to live lives that overcome sin. In fact, by the overflowing gift of God’s grace and righteousness, believers are enabled to reign in life (Romans 5:17).
John goes further and says he is not even worthy to untie the sandals of this coming one (Jesus Christ). Untying someone’s sandals was a servant’s task. As the one preparing the way for the Lord, John could have assumed he had the right or honor to perform humble service for the Lord, but he humbly declares he is not worthy even of that. He says that his baptizing in the Jordan was intended to reveal this Jesus to Israel: “I myself did not know him, but the reason I came baptizing with water was that he might be revealed to Israel.”
Whenever John had the chance, he testified to Jesus. He declared in John 3:30, “He must become greater; I must become less.”
Discovering “Who am I?” before God is critically important. After discovering and living out his calling, John was beheaded by Herod, yet he was praised by Jesus as the greatest born of women. The Old Testament has many great figures—Moses, Elijah, Daniel, Samuel—but Jesus gave especially high praise to John for fulfilling the role of revealing and introducing Him. As we live in this age, may we discover our identity and mission before God and live for that purpose.
“Voice crying in the wilderness” was the identity John embraced. When we testify to Jesus, we are sometimes treated as mere noise and ignored. When our pride is being shattered, we may want to withdraw. Yet even if people despise or ignore us, the Lord is pleased when we testify about Him. Read Romans 10:15: the Lord regards those who bring the good news as beautiful. We were once deceived by Satan and destined for hell, but by God’s unilateral help we received salvation and now live as children of the Lord on this earth. This is inexpressible grace from God—not because of anything great in us, but because of God’s one-sided grace. How could the Lord save someone like me? How could God, who is God, take pity on me and give His body as a ransom for us? I pray that I may humbly remember this grace of the Lord every day and live accordingly.
This week: Meditation of God’s “the thongs of whose sandals I am not worthy to untie” (Jn1:27) or “I am the voice of one calling in the desert, 'Make straight the way for the Lord. I am the voice of one calling in the desert, 'Make straight the way for the Lord.” (Jn1:23)

Application 
1. Discover Our True Identity in God’s Word
John found his identity not in public recognition or human success, but in Scripture: “I am the voice of one calling in the wilderness.” Likewise, our true worth is not in achievements, wealth, or status, but in knowing who we are before God and living according to His Word

2. Embrace Humility in Serving Christ
John declared that he was unworthy even to untie the sandals of Jesus, a servant’s lowest task. This reminds us to lay down pride and embrace humility, recognising that all our service is to point others to Christ, not to ourselves

3. Live as Witnesses Who Point to Jesus
John testified about Jesus whenever he had the opportunity. This is the indescribable grace of God. Grace and the apostolic calling came together at the same time (Romans 1:5).
