“Behold, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world” (John 1:29–34)
Last week we saw that John found his identity in the Word of God. John the Baptist found his identity in the word “the voice of one crying out in the wilderness” and lived humbly, seizing every opportunity to testify about Christ. Today’s passage (vv. 29–34) is another testimony of John concerning Jesus. John was the forerunner, chosen by God and entrusted with a special revelation, to prepare the way for Christ. He testified that Jesus is “the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world.” What does it mean that Jesus is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world? And what does this mean for us?
Behold, the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world
1. Jesus, the Lamb of God
The very next day, John saw Jesus coming toward him and cried out:
“Behold! The Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world!”
As the son of a priest, John was well acquainted with the sacrificial system of the Old Testament. He understood better than anyone the significance of the lambs that were sacrificed for the atonement of sin. Yet here, he proclaimed Jesus to be the very Lamb of God. This was not a mere metaphor. It was a declaration that through Jesus, the true Lamb of God, a real and astonishing transformation of salvation would come to all humanity.
1 Corinthians 5:7 tells us:
“For Christ, our Passover lamb, has been sacrificed.”
Think of the Passover. When the Israelites were suffering as slaves in Egypt, God sent Moses to Pharaoh, asking him to let the people go. But Pharaoh hardened his heart, and even after nine plagues, he refused to obey. Finally, the tenth plague came: the death of every firstborn in Egypt.
Yet God provided His people with a way of salvation. He commanded them to slaughter a lamb or goat and put its blood on the doorframes of their houses:
“Take a bunch of hyssop, dip it into the blood in the basin and put some of the blood on the top and on both sides of the doorframe. None of you shall go out of the door of your house until morning.” (Exodus 12:22)
When the Lord passed through Egypt to strike it, He would “pass over” every house marked with blood. Everyone inside was spared. It was the blood that saved them.
Beloved friends, that Passover lamb’s blood foreshadowed the precious blood of Jesus Christ. Though He is the eternal Son of God, Jesus came into the world to bear our sins and redeem us. He is spotless, holy, and perfect—therefore He became the complete sacrifice. His blood has the power to wash away all our sins and deliver us from the power of sin, death, and darkness.
Just as the blood of the Passover lamb delivered Israel from slavery in Egypt, so the blood of Jesus sets us free from slavery to sin today.
Therefore, our task is simple:
To look to Jesus.
To come before Him and confess our sins.
Then the Lord will transform us.
Even now, we hear John’s cry echoing:
“Behold! The Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world!”
Our task is to fix our eyes on this Lamb—Jesus Christ. In Him there is true freedom and salvation. His blood will cleanse you from sin and lead you into a new life.
2. Jesus Who Takes Away the Sin of the World
In the Old Testament we see that the people of Israel continually shed the blood of animals and offered sacrifices to God. Yet all those countless sacrifices could never truly take away sins. Hebrews 9:13 says:
“The blood of goats and bulls and the ashes of a heifer sprinkled on those who are ceremonially unclean sanctify them so that they are outwardly clean.”
In other words, those sacrifices could make the outside clean, but they could never cleanse a person’s heart or conscience.
Hebrews 10:1–4 makes this very clear: those sacrifices only reminded people of their sins year after year, but they could never remove them. Verse 4 declares firmly:
“It is impossible for the blood of bulls and goats to take away sins.”
And Heb10:11 says:
“Day after day every priest stands and performs his religious duties; again and again he offers the same sacrifices, which can never take away sins.”
But here is the good news! Jesus Christ was different. He offered Himself as the sacrifice once for all. Through that one offering, we have been made holy (Heb. 10:10). No more repeated sacrifices—His one sacrifice has made us perfect forever (Heb. 10:12, 14).
The blood of Jesus cannot be compared with the blood of animals. Animal blood only purified the body, but the blood of Jesus cleanses even our conscience. That is why Hebrews 9:14 proclaims:
“How much more, then, will the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered himself unblemished to God, cleanse our consciences from acts that lead to death, so that we may serve the living God!”
The blood of Jesus has the power to wash our conscience, to make us new, and to enable us to serve the living God!
That is why John the Baptist cried out:
“Behold, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world!”
Dear congregation, the blood of animals was only temporary. But the blood of Jesus, the Lamb of God, cleanses us forever. Jesus has removed our sins “as far as the east is from the west” (Psalm 103:12). He bore all our sins—past, present, and future.
Perhaps you may think:
“I am too great a sinner. I am trapped in too deep an addiction. Can someone like me really be forgiven?”
Yes, you can! The Lord has carried all sins—even the deepest bondage and addiction. When we come before Him, lay down our burdens, and entrust our temptations and weaknesses to Him, He gives us victory. That is why, like John, we must keep our eyes fixed on Jesus.
“Behold!”—that was John’s cry. Why? Because we cannot defeat sin by our own strength. But Jesus carried the entire weight of our sin. Not half, not part, but all of it. There is no sin too great for Him to overcome.
The Bible speaks clearly:
2 Corinthians 5:21:
“God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God.”
1 Peter 2:24:
“He himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, so that we might die to sins and live for righteousness; by his wounds you have been healed.”
Jesus Himself bore our sins on the cross, taking the curse in our place. That is why our sins are forgiven.
So, beloved brothers and sisters, listen once again:
“Behold, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world!”
“The sin of the world” does not mean only the sins of the Jews. It means the sins of all humanity. It includes your sins, my sins, the sins of everyone. On the cross Jesus bore them all, and He gave us true freedom and righteousness.
Even today, when we come before Him, confess our sins, and seek forgiveness, the Lord promises: “I will remember their sins no more” (Heb. 8:12). He sets us free from sin and enables us to live in God’s righteousness.
Therefore, dear believers,
Let us fix our eyes daily / moment by moment on Jesus.
Let us look to the cross.
Let us cling to the Lamb of God, who has taken away the sin of the world.
3. What Is Sin?
Sin, at its root, is denying God and putting myself on the throne of my life. In other words, sin is when I make myself king and live according to my own will. There are many kinds of sins in the world, but the root of sin—the original sin—is pride, the attitude to take God’s place and sit on His throne. From that pride flow all other sins: murder, stealing, envy, jealousy, and so on.
The problem is, people commit sin and then justify themselves. They cover up their own sin and excuse the sins of others. Even we who believe in God know His will yet reject it. When we ignore the leading of the Holy Spirit and choose to live our own way, that is sin. And when a person lives as their own king, the result is always unhappiness.
Sin is not just a mistake; it is the fundamental cause that destroys our happiness. We are not unhappy because we lack money or friends; we are unhappy because of sin. Sin does not end with one act—it follows us all our lives, accusing and condemning us until death. That is why those who live in sin, like Adam, try to cover themselves, blame others, and cannot share a life of honesty. A person separated from God is left empty, anxious, and lonely.
These are the symptoms of our sin. Above all, sin breaks our relationship with God, wounds our neighbours, and destroys ourselves. It goes further, tearing apart families and even whole societies. Sin is never something we can take lightly. Nor does it disappear with time. Someone must pay its price. That is why the Lamb of God, Jesus Christ, came to bear our sins and take them away.
Dear folks, we are not unhappy because of sin. But the Lamb of God, Jesus Christ, carried our sins and removed them. Therefore, in Him we can find true happiness and freedom. Let us open our hearts to Him. Let us ask Him to forgive our sins. And even as believers, when we come to Jesus again, He renews us.
“Behold, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world.” When we fix our eyes on Him and depend on Him, our lives are changed. We gain strength to overcome sin.
In verse 30 it says, “He was before me.” This means Jesus is the Creator God who existed from the beginning of creation. And in verse 31 John explains that he baptized with water so that He may reveal Jesus Christ, the Lamb of God to the people of Israel. 
At first, John did not fully know who Jesus was. John’s mother Elizabeth and Jesus’ mother Mary were relatives (Luke 1:36). John and Jesus were also related by blood, with about six months’ difference in age. Humanly speaking, John knew Jesus—likely from childhood. But he did not know that Jesus was the Saviour, the Lamb of God.
So God told John: “The one on whom you see the Spirit come down and remain is the one who will baptize with the Holy Spirit.” When John baptized Jesus, he saw the Spirit descend and remain on Him. Then John knew: This is the Lamb of God, this is the Christ, this is the one who baptizes with the Holy Spirit.
To baptize with the Holy Spirit means that through the Spirit we accept Christ, we are converted, and we receive salvation. John testified that Jesus is the Son of God and the promised Christ.
Application
Beloved brothers and sisters, the key we must hold on to today is the cry of John the Baptist:
“Behold, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world!”
When we look at our lives, there are still many times when the weight and temptation of sin press heavily upon us. At times, we even become discouraged because of our habitual sins and weaknesses. But remember this: Jesus, the Lamb of God, offered Himself to God as the spotless and perfect sacrifice. Through Him, we are cleansed and made holy at the very root. Every burden of sin has already been carried by Jesus on the cross.
What we must do is not struggle to carry the load ourselves, but lay it down before the Lord and look to Jesus, and confess our sins before him. His precious blood covers not only our past sins, but also our present and even our future sins.
Therefore, we need not fear. Each day we must come before the Lord, confess, and depend on Him. When we do, we grow in holiness as God’s children. 

