Disciples Who Met Jesus the Messiah in Person
John 1:35–51
Introduction:
Meeting people is very important in life. It’s important to meet good friends or a good husband or wife. But there is a meeting that is far more important than any other. It is the meeting that decides our life and death, our eternal death or eternal life. This is the meeting with Jesus, our Saviour.
There is a big difference between meeting Jesus personally and just hearing about Him from others. We can learn about Jesus through other people’s stories, Bible studies, or sermons. These are all good, but today’s passage shows how important it is to meet Jesus personally and directly.
If you don’t know Jesus well yet, I pray that you will have a personal encounter with Him.
If you have already met Jesus, are you growing in your relationship with Him?
Who is Jesus to you personally?
Do you truly want to know Him more deeply?
Today’s passage helps us understand more about these questions.
ChatGPT said:
1. Two Disciples Follow Jesus Because of John’s Testimony
When we introduce someone to another person, the best way is to let them meet face to face. In John 1:35–36, John the Baptist was standing with two of his disciples when he saw Jesus passing by. John said loudly, “Look! The Lamb of God!”
The day before, John had already told everyone that Jesus is the Son of God, the Chosen One of God, and the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world. Now again, he saw Jesus walking by while his two disciples were with him. John wanted his disciples to meet Jesus in person, so he said, “Look, there is Jesus, the Lamb of God!”
Because of this, the two disciples started following Jesus (v.37). When Jesus noticed them, He turned and asked, “What do you want?”
This question means more than it seems. Jesus was asking, “Why are you following Me? What are you looking for?” They could have wanted wealth, fame, or success from following Him. But Jesus wanted them to think deeply about their real reason. Why are we following Jesus?
Let’s think about this question for ourselves today: Why do we come to Jesus?
What are we hoping for from Him?
Some people come for peace of mind, some come because they believe Jesus will help them in difficult times, and some come because they want to go to heaven after death or to meet friends at church. Others may not expect anything specific.
Many people come to Jesus hoping that He will help them succeed in life or achieve their dreams. They see Jesus as a tool to reach their own goals.
But when we truly understand who Jesus is, we will not just want blessings from Him, but we will want Jesus Himself. He is everything to us.
We will want to know Him, walk with Him, and please Him.
When we realise that Jesus is the Creator, the Lord of our life, and the One who is always with us, our hearts will naturally turn toward Him in everything. Think about it: people line up for hours to meet powerful or famous people. How much more should we desire to meet and seek Jesus, who is the Creator of heaven and earth and the living God?
When Jesus asked, “What do you want?”, the disciples replied, “Rabbi (Teacher), where are You staying?”
They weren’t asking for His address. They already heard from John that Jesus is the Lamb of God and the Son of God, but they wanted to meet Him personally and learn more about Him.
In those days, there were no cafés to sit and talk. To have a real conversation, people had to visit someone’s home and spend time with them. That’s why they said, “Where are You staying?” They wanted to spend time with Jesus and understand who He really was — the Messiah.
Jesus loves when people truly want to know Him. He welcomes those who desire to learn and grow in faith. It’s not enough just to know facts about Jesus or to have prayed once to accept Him. We need to personally meet and know Him in our hearts.
Jesus said in John 17:3:
“Now this is eternal life: that they may know You, the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom You have sent.”
To know Jesus personally is to have eternal life. When we know Him deeply and walk closely with Him, we experience true joy and happiness in this life too.
I pray that Jason and Zac may meet Jesus deeply and personally. And I pray that we all will continue to grow in knowing Jesus more each day.
When we, like the disciples, truly want to know Jesus, He will reveal Himself to us.
What did Jesus say to the disciples?
He said, “Come and see.”
This was an invitation — “Come with Me. I will show Myself to you.”
The two disciples were very happy. They went with Jesus, spent time with Him, and asked Him questions.
We don’t know exactly what they talked about, but afterward, they joyfully said,
“We have found the Messiah!”
That means during that time, Jesus revealed Himself to them as the Christ.
To discover that Jesus is the Messiah is to find the way to eternal life.
“Come and See”  is also a promise to meet them personally.
When Jesus said, “Come and see,” it was not just an invitation. It was also a promise — a promise that if you come to Him, He will surely meet you.
Jesus never turns away anyone who comes to Him (John 6:37).
In Jeremiah 29:13, the Bible also says,
“When you seek God with all your heart, you will find Him.” If you have not received Jesus as your Lord, and Saviour, your walking with Jesus start if you do so. 
Through our faith and Bible knowledge, we know that Jesus is our Lord, the Christ, and the Messiah.
Some of us have already accepted Jesus long ago. But we should not stop there or live only with that past experience.
Think about marriage — after the wedding, what matters is living together every day.
If a person gets married but goes back to their old life, meeting old friends, drinking, and hardly spending time with their spouse — only seeing them once a week — we would not call that a true marriage.
In the same way, the Christian life means living with Jesus every day, every moment.
When we live with Jesus, we don’t need to fear or worry about hard times.
When we entrust everything to Jesus daily, we experience real happiness.
Our hearts become full of thanks, hope, and desire to know Him more.
But this doesn’t happen automatically.
It grows when we keep looking at Jesus, meet Him daily, and build a close relationship with Him.
In Revelation 3:20, Jesus says that those who open their hearts to Him will live together with Him.
This means Jesus wants to be with us in everything — when we eat, drink, work, study, and rest.
He is always near.
We should have a deep desire to live with Jesus and humbly follow His leading.
That’s why we must open our hearts, listen carefully to God’s Word, and have true understanding.
To grow in this, we need Bible study — at least twice a year — and do Haggadah (daily reflection on what we read) (for example, sharing daily reflections on KakaoTalk).
We also need prayer and daily Bible reading.
But remember: knowing Jesus is not just about learning Bible facts.
Some Christians know the Bible well in theory, but that knowledge doesn’t change their lives.
True power comes when we obey what the words of God says.
When we practice the words of God, we discover it is real and true, and our relationship with God becomes deeper and more alive.
If you want to know how close you are to Jesus, look at how you respond to Him.
If Jesus is only an idea /knolwedge to you, you may still be living as your own master, doing what we want, and putting Him aside when other things seem more important.
Our reactions to Jesus show how well we truly know Him.
When we really know who Jesus is, our eyes and hearts turn to Him naturally.
We want to ask Him, follow Him, and obey Him.
Then we will experience the true joy of living with the Messiah every day.
Our lives will become meaningful and truly happy, filled with hope for eternal life in heaven.
John’s two disciples went to where Jesus was staying and spent time with Him until four in the afternoon.
During that time, they came to understand who Jesus truly was, and as a result, their lives were completely changed.
2. Andrew and Philip Bring Their Friends to Jesus, the Messiah
After Andrew met Jesus, he went straight to his brother Simon and said, “We have found the Messiah!” Then Andrew brought Simon to Jesus. This shows something very important — when a person truly meets Jesus, they want to bring others to Jesus too.
When Peter came, Jesus looked at him and said, “You are Simon, son of John. You will be called Cephas” (which means Peter or rock). At that time, Peter was not yet strong like a rock. He was an ordinary fisherman, full of weaknesses and human mistakes. But Jesus saw what Peter could become — not just what he was. Jesus saw Peter’s future, that he would become a leader among the disciples and a strong pillar for the mission of spreading the gospel to the world.
When we come to Jesus, we may have many faults and weaknesses. But Jesus looks at us with a vision — He sees what we can become after He changes us. He wants to shape us into strong, steady people of faith — just like He did with Peter. Andrew didn’t give a long or complicated explanation. He simply told his brother, “I met Jesus, the Messiah.”
That’s what sharing the gospel (evangelism) really is — it begins by telling others about the Jesus we have met. We don’t need to know everything about the Bible to tell others.
We just share what Jesus has done for us.
The Bible says in Romans 10:17, “Faith comes from hearing the message, and the message is heard through the word of Christ.” And in 1 Corinthians 1:21, it says that even though preaching (sharing the gospel) may look foolish to some, God uses that “foolish” message to save people’s souls.
God didn’t save us just so that we alone could go to heaven.
He saved us so that we could help others around us — our family, friends, and neighbours — to know Him too. Let’s live with this hope and obey God’s calling to share His love.

The next day, Jesus decided to go to Galilee. There He met Philip and said, “Follow Me.”
Philip immediately followed Jesus. As he spent time with Jesus, he understood that Jesus truly was the Messiah. Then Philip went to his friend Nathanael and said,
“We have found the One that Moses and the prophets wrote about — Jesus of Nazareth!” But Nathanael was doubtful. He said, “Can anything good come from Nazareth?” Philip didn’t argue or try to convince him with words. He simply said, “Come and see.” When Nathanael came to Jesus, Jesus said, “Here is a true Israelite, in whom there is no deceit.” Nathanael was surprised and asked, “How do You know me?” Jesus replied, “Before Philip called you, I saw you under the fig tree.” In Jewish writings, sitting under a fig tree often meant meditating or praying. So it seems Nathanael had been praying and thinking about the coming Messiah. Jesus showed that He already knew Nathanael’s heart and prayer.
Through this, God answered Nathanael’s longing through Jesus Himself. Then Nathanael said, “Rabbi, You are the Son of God; You are the King of Israel!”
Jesus responded, “You believe because I told you I saw you under the fig tree. You will see greater things than this! You will see heaven open, and the angels of God going up and down on the Son of Man.” This meant that through Jesus, the door of heaven would be opened — and those who believe in Him would experience the blessings of God’s kingdom.
Just as Jesus said later, “I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through Me.” (John 14:6) Jesus is the only mediator between us and God — the only way to eternal life. Jesus also helps us to experience the kingdom of God here.
Application
1. The importance of meeting Jesus personally
· Real change and eternal life come only when we meet Jesus personally, not just through knowledge or second-hand experience.
· Like Andrew and Philip, we cannot see Jesus face to face today, but if we open our hearts and truly want to meet Him, the Holy Spirit will help us meet Jesus personally.
2. Continuing to walk with Jesus
· We shouldn’t be satisfied with only one moment when we accepted Jesus in the past.
· We must look to Jesus and walk with Him every day.
· Knowing Jesus and experiencing Him comes from our walking with Jesus.
· If we want to know how well we are walking with Jesus, look at how we respond to Him in our life.
3. Passion for sharing the gospel
· Like the disciples, when we experience the joy of meeting the Messiah, we will want to tell our friends and family about Him.
· Sharing Jesus with others is a natural result of truly knowing Him.
4. Life change and calling
· Jesus knows our weaknesses, but He doesn’t give up on us.
· He has vision to change us into strong people of faith — like Peter, who became a rock — and gives us a special mission to live for Him.
