God so loved the world
John 3:16-21
Today’s message is one of the most important verses in the whole Bible.
Many people memorize John 3:16. If we choose just one verse from the Bible, it would be John 3:16. This verse shows the highest point of Jesus’ love in His incarnation (coming to this world). Jesus came so that we would not perish but have eternal life. He came to take us to heaven.
Heaven begins here on earth. It is not that we suffer and struggle in this world and only enjoy heaven at the very end. God promised eternal life, and we can enjoy it even now, and then continue to enjoy it forever in heaven.
Are we enjoying eternal life and heaven right now?
Why do we fail to enjoy it every day?
Through today’s passage, I pray that we learn how to enjoy the eternal life that the Lord gives us, and truly live each day enjoying that eternal life.

1. God loved the world so much that He gave His one and only Son
Verse 16 tells us that God loved the world so much that He gave His only Son. John could not fully express this amazing love, so he simply wrote, “God so loved the world.” When we love someone a lot, we want to give them a lot. We even want to give everything we have. But we only give to those who meet our standards—we do not give to just anyone.
But God is different. God gave His only Son to people who did not deserve it. God loves His Son, Jesus, as Himself. Jesus is the Son of God—Lord of the universe, Creator, and Almighty God. God’s love is so great that He gave His only Son for us. How great must that love be?
And what kind of world did God love? A world that had turned away from Him—people who worshipped idols, followed sinful desires, did not glorify or thank God, and lived in evil and sin (Romans 1:21–31). Ephesians 2:1–3 says people were slaves to sin and Satan, dead in sin, and objects of God’s anger. This world was God’s enemy, rejecting truth and fighting against Him.
Yet God sent His only Son for us. When we were still sinners, God proved His love by sending Jesus to die for us (Romans 5:8). When Jesus came, Israel was under Roman rule, hopeless, and full of legalism and judgment. Sending His Son into such a place was dangerous. God knew Jesus would die painfully on the cross, but He still sent Him.
We try to send our children to safe places because we love them. So why did God send His Son to such a dangerous world? Because He loved us so deeply.
If we only know God’s love in our head, it does not touch us much. But when we truly know and experience His love, we cannot help but be moved. When we think about God’s love, the pain and wounds we experienced in this world melt away. Many people have wounds from not being loved, from separation, rejection, or hurtful experiences.
But the Creator God loved us so much that He came to die for us. There is no love greater than this.
No love in the world can compare.
Each of us has been bought with the precious blood of God’s Son. We received God’s special love. We were dirty sinners with no right to receive love. Yet Jesus died for us. How could we not thank God?
How could we not be moved in our hearts?
Romans 5:5 says the Holy Spirit helps us truly understand this love. I pray we grow deeper and deeper in knowing this great love of God.
2. God’s Amazing Love That Began Before Creation
God’s great love for us did not start when Jesus came to earth. It began before the world was created. When we read Revelation 13:8 and 1 Peter 1:20 together, we learn that before creation, in His perfect plan, God had already decided that Jesus would come to this world and die for our sins.
For thousands of years, this love continued without stopping. After Adam sinned, God promised that the Messiah would come through the “offspring of the woman.” Later, God said the Messiah would come through Abraham’s descendants, and then He showed that the Messiah would be born in Bethlehem through the family of David.
Throughout thousands of years of history, God spoke through many prophets and told us where the Messiah would be born. He was already looking at us — even before we were born. He saw our weaknesses and how easily we fail, and still, He chose to send Jesus for us.
When verse 16 says God “gave His one and only Son,” it shows His love and invitation not only to us but to all people in the world. So then, what is God’s purpose in loving the world so much and sending His one and only Son?

3. God’s Purpose in Sending His One and Only Son
God sent His only Son so that we would not be destroyed but have eternal life.
The word “perished” can mean judgment or hell.
Eternal life means having eternal life with God,it continues even if our flesh died
being united with Him,
and having a close, loving relationship with Him forever.
Romans 8:32–39 says this loving relationship is so strong that no power and no authorities in this world can separate us from God’s love in Jesus Christ.
Eternal life is the life Jesus gives us.
It means Jesus lives in me.
I am no longer the master of my life—Jesus is my Lord.
I died with Jesus, and I was raised with Him, so now Jesus lives in me.
So we live by trusting Jesus every day.
As Gal 2:20 says:
I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me.
The life I live in the body, I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me.
After we accept Jesus, enjoying this eternal life is a blessing and also God’s deep desire for us. God really wants us to have and experience eternal life. Eternal life in today’s words means true happiness, true joy, and a life full of God’s life.
But Satan tries to stop us from enjoying this.
He makes us think eternal life is only for heaven after we die.
That is a lie. We fail to enjoy eternal life because Satan attacks us.
Even if we are saved, when we disobey and follow the influence of evil spirits, we lose joy.
Disobedience is not just a choice—it is spiritual attack.
Look at Ephesians 2:2:
when you followed the ways of this world and of the ruler of the kingdom of the air,
the spirit who is now at work in those who are disobedient. There is Satan’s attaching route in our habits.
When we follow Satan’s lies, we walk in darkness.
Then we feel anxiety, and we cannot find true happiness.
So we must repent and enjoy the eternal life Jesus gives.
We must listen to Jesus’ voice and reject the voice of Satan inside us.
We must pay attention to Jesus’ voice every moment.
Martin Luther translated the Bible into German.
During that time, Satan attacked him constantly.
Satan told him, “God has left you. You are a sinner.”
Luther answered, “Yes, I am a sinner. That is why I need Jesus Christ.” He constantly fought against Satan’s attacks with God’s Word and prayer. Whenever Satan attacked him, Martin Luther would throw his ink pen in defiance. His chamber walls became marked with dark splashes of ink — a visible testimony of his spiritual battle against the enemy. Jesus died on the cross to forgive our sins,
and because of His sacrifice, we are now clean and without fault—like a pure bride.
When Jesus rose from the dead, we received the power to live in His life, so we can reign in life. We can experience eternal life.
Now we live with Jesus, work with Jesus, and study with Jesus.
That is eternal life.
Many people in the Old Testament enjoyed this life with God—
Joseph, David, and Daniel.
Paul also enjoyed it.
Even when Paul was in prison, beaten, or almost killed,
his heart was full of joy and thanksgiving because of Jesus.
Jesus came to give us this eternal life.
Eternal life means walking closely with God,
here on earth and forever in heaven.
Satan tries to stop us from enjoying this life.
He gives his own messages and tries to turn our eyes away from Jesus.
So to keep enjoying eternal life,
we must listen to Jesus’ words and obey what He tells us. We need to rebuke Satan’s voice.
Even if we fail, we look to Jesus again and stand up again.
We believe Jesus has already finished everything for us,
and we rise again by looking to Him.
Who receives eternal life?
John3:16 says: Whoever believes in Jesus shall not perish but have eternal life.
So what does it mean to believe in Jesus?
It means believing that Jesus paid for all my sins on the cross.
It means believing He rose again, defeated sin and death, and is my Lord.
It means believing He sits at the right hand of God and also lives in me today.
Believing in Jesus means knowing He is the only way of salvation.
When we trust Him and depend on Him,
our life becomes like heaven.
4. The World Is Already Under Judgment, But By Grace We Are Saved
Verses 16 and 17 already teach us this truth, but in verse 18 Jesus explains it even more clearly: “Whoever believes in Him is not judged, but whoever does not believe has already been judged, because they have not believed in the name of God’s one and only Son.”
First, Jesus says,
“Whoever believes in Him is not judged.” If we believe in Jesus, there is no more condemnation for us.
Then He says, “Whoever does not believe has already been judged.”
The word “already” means they are already living under judgment.
In other words, judgment does not start after someone hears the gospel and rejects it.
Not believing itself means a person is already under judgment.
In verse 36, John the Baptist also says:
“Whoever does not believe remains under God’s wrath.”
So this is the reality for those who do not believe:
God’s anger remains on them.
Verses 19–20 tell us why people are judged:
because they hate the light and love the darkness more.
In the darkness, sins are hidden.
But when someone comes into the light, their sins are exposed.
So people avoid Jesus, who is the Light.
Before the Light came, everyone was in darkness and did not see their problem.
But when the Light came, many hated the Light and ran away from it,
because in the light they see that they are sinners.
So evil people do not come to the Light.
But staying in darkness does not remove sin.
Hiding does not make sin disappear.
Instead, sin becomes harder and judgment becomes more certain.
Loving darkness is judgment.
Even after receiving Jesus, if we still live in darkness, we cannot have true happiness.
But verse 21 shows a very different kind of person: the one who “lives by the truth.”
This person comes into the light.
To come to the light means to admit our sins before God, repent, and desire to walk with Him. Let us pray that we do not love the darkness but come into the light.
In mokjang too, if we come into the light and humbly follow God’s leading every day, we will have much to share.
If one week passes and nothing has changed, it means we stayed in darkness.
Let us open our eyes to eternal life.
Conclusion: 
We are people who have received the indescribable love of God.
God came to this world for me, and He died for me.
Let us deeply think about this never-stopping and perfect love of God, and be thankful.
Humans easily forget.
So every day, let us remember God’s love, give thanks, and pray that we will know His love more and more.
Jesus promises in John 10:28 that God is greater than all, no one can snatch eternal life from Jesus Christ. When we look to God and follow Him, even if we fall once or twice, we get up again and walk.
Even if we fall seven times, we rise again.
Someone observed that little baby fall about three thousand times while learning to walk.
In the same way, we also fall, but we get up again.
Jesus bought us with His blood, so when we fall and stand up again, He encourages us and is happy to see us get up.
When we fall into temptation or fall many times, we may feel hopeless,
but Jesus is watching our restoration.
He sees us growing in holiness.
So let us fix our eyes on the Lord and pray that we enjoy the eternal life He gives.
Romans 8:30 says:
“And those He predestined, He also called; those He called, He also justified; those He justified, He also glorified.”
God speaks in the past tense as if it is already finished.
God has already planned this and written it clearly in His roadmap for us.
Let us trust this and look to the Lord as we move forward.
At every moment, believe that we are united with Jesus.
Listen to His Word and live by it.
When Satan attacks, fight back with the Word and prayer,
and enjoy the eternal life God has given.
Then we will experience eternal life (true joy and true happiness).

