He Must Become Greater; I Must Become Less
John 3:22–36 / Key Verse: John 3:30
Today, everywhere we go, we see fierce competition. People constantly compare themselves with others. Because of this, feelings of jealousy and envy easily rise when someone else succeeds. It is the same in the spiritual world. Jesus was sentenced to death mainly because the Pharisees and Sadducees were jealous of Him. In the Old Testament, King Saul became jealous of David—his own son-in-law—and chased him to kill him. In the end, Saul died a miserable death. If he had embraced David instead of envying him, he could have passed on the kingship peacefully, and his family might have been blessed.
In the same way, in the world we live in, jealousy and envy often appear. And these same struggles can appear even in the spiritual community—between churches, between mokjangs, even between mokjang members. So what should we do when jealousy rises in our hearts? Today’s passage teaches us the answer.
1. “He must increase; I must decrease.”
Look at verses 22–23. Jesus travelled through the region of Judea with His disciples and was baptising people. Three other Gospels focus mainly on Jesus’ early ministry in Galilee, but the Gospel of John tells us that Jesus also did ministry in Judea.
In verse 22, people were coming to Jesus in Judea to be baptised. John 4:2 makes it clear that it was actually Jesus’ disciples who baptised people in His name.
At the same time, John the Baptist was also baptising people at Aenon near Salim. This was before John was put into prison.
Now look at verse 25. During this time, a debate arose between John’s disciples and a certain Jew. They were arguing about ceremonial cleansing—specifically about the meaning and method of John’s baptism. We do not know exactly what they argued about, but verse 26 gives us a strong clue.
The NLT translation says:
“So John’s disciples came to him and said, ‘Rabbi, the man you met on the other side of the Jordan—the one you identified as the Messiah—is also baptising people. And everybody is going to him instead of coming to us!’”
This helps us understand the situation. The argument they had was probably connected to comparing John’s baptism with Jesus’ baptism.
John’s disciples felt threatened. They felt a sense of competition. They came to John saying, “Teacher, the one you testified about—the One you said was the Messiah—is now baptising, and people are all going to Him instead of coming to us!”
But in verse 23 it says, “They kept coming and being baptized.”
This shows that people were still coming to John as well. His ministry was still active. But John’s disciples exaggerated the situation because they felt insecure and fearful about losing influence.
In Mark 1:4–5, when John preached a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins, all the people of Judea and Jerusalem came out to him, confessing their sins and being baptized in the Jordan River. John’s disciples had witnessed this great movement of God through John. They had seen huge crowds, and powerful repentance.
So now, when they saw people going to Jesus, their hearts were troubled. They felt as if their ministry was shrinking and Jesus’ ministry was growing. They were anxious, jealous, and confused.
John’s disciples saw crowds leaving John and gathering around Jesus, and jealousy grew in their hearts.
John’s disciples actually did not fully understand who Jesus was. They had heard from John—with their minds—that Jesus was the Messiah. But they did not truly understand it in their hearts. That is why, when they talked about Jesus, they did not call Him “the Christ.” Instead, they simply said “the man.” 
So how did John respond to their jealousy?
In verse 27, John tells them clearly:
“A person cannot receive anything unless God gives it.”
In other words:
“People going to Jesus—that is God’s work, not ours. You should not be jealous. This is God’s plan.”
John reminds his disciples that he had always said,
“I am not the Messiah.”
He was only the one preparing the way—God’s messenger who goes ahead to make the path ready for the Lord Jesus.
Then John tells his disciples something even more important:
“Just as I testified, Jesus truly is the Christ. And you—my disciples—are supposed to testify about Him too.”
John had already given many powerful testimonies about Jesus in John chapter 1:
· Jesus is the Son of God.
· Jesus is the One who baptises with the Holy Spirit and fire.
· Jesus is the Lamb of God who takes away the sins of the world.
John had spoken all these truths, yet his disciples still did not fully understand.
To help them understand even more clearly, John gives a beautiful and simple picture—a wedding.
John says that he is only the friend of the bridegroom—what we would call today the best man.
The original word for “friend” means someone who brings the bride and groom together, making sure the bride arrives safely. In the wedding ceremony, he stands beside the groom as the best man.
John is saying:
“Jesus is the Bridegroom.
I am only the best man.
My joy is to bring the people (the bride) to Him.”
John is fully satisfied with this role.
The apostle Paul also describes his ministry in this way—presenting believers as a pure bride to Christ (2 Cor. 11:2).
So John is not sad when the crowds go to Jesus. He is not jealous.
He is glad—because people going to Jesus means the Bridegroom is receiving His bride.
John says in verse 29:
“When people go to Jesus, my joy is now complete.”
Even though John lost many followers, he did not quit his ministry. He did not complain. Instead, he continued his work with humility—always pointing people to Jesus.
For John, true joy did not come from having many followers.
True joy came from seeing Jesus being lifted up.
29 The bride belongs to the bridegroom. The friend who attends the bridegroom waits and listens for him, and is full of joy when he hears the bridegroom's voice. That joy is mine, and it is now complete.
When John says his joy is “full,” it means his joy is overflowing—like a cup completely filled with water. His joy was at the highest level because Jesus was being lifted up.
We too may sometimes feel jealous when another ministry grows—when another mokjang does well, or when another church grows. But if Jesus’ name is being lifted up, we should give thanks, not feel envy. We must give glory to God who is working. When the glory goes to Jesus, jealousy and competition naturally fade away.
When the church—the body of Christ—grows, and when believers gather and grow in spiritual maturity, we should give thanks and glorify God because we are seeing God’s work. When one mokjang experiences the salvation of a precious soul, every one of us should give thanks. That person becomes a member of the body of Christ, and we should pray for that soul even more.
Truly loving someone means praying for them. Even if no one sees our prayer, God sees it. That is why, like John, we must put ourselves down and rejoice when Jesus receives glory in our lives and ministries. Instead of jealousy or competition, our focus should be on serving the people God has given us, and being faithful to the work God has entrusted to us.
When a VIP comes to a Mokjang, adapts well, and begins to grow, we should rejoice and give thanks. And we must continue to pray for them.
In verse 30, John says,
“He must become greater; I must become less.”
Most people want both themselves and those they lead to succeed together. In politics, for example, the second-in-command always expects that one day he will rise to the highest position.
But John was completely different.
He said:
“He must become greater.
I must become less.”
The word “must” shows how strong his conviction was. This was not a wish or a nice idea. John meant:
“It absolutely has to be this way.”
John was not sad that people were leaving him and going to Jesus. He was actually happy—very happy. He rejoiced that he was becoming smaller and Jesus was becoming greater.
We also must serve unbelievers, sheep, and VIPs in this way. Our job is to help them know Jesus and then grow in Jesus. One day, they should not depend on the one who served them, but depend only on Jesus and live as His bride. That is what we should pray for.
Whether we receive recognition or not does not matter. Like John, if we serve with a pure heart—wanting only Jesus to be lifted up—then we will not feel jealousy or competition. Our life purpose is to glorify Jesus, our Bridegroom. And we glorify Him by bearing the fruit of life (John 15:8)—saving souls and helping them grow as disciples through themokjang ministry.
Galatians 2:20 teaches us:
“I have been crucified with Christ… Jesus lives in me.”
When that becomes real in our lives, jealousy and competition fade away. Why does jealousy happen? Because people forget who their true Master is. They forget who they really are.
But when we focus, like John, on becoming smaller so that Jesus becomes greater day by day, we no longer feel jealousy or envy.
The work of the church and that of every Mokjang is the work of the Lord.
The right attitude of a believer is this:
· When the Lord is pleased, I am pleased.
· When the Lord is sad, I am sad.
But if I make myself the master, then I crave recognition and glory—and jealousy fills my heart.
If Jesus is truly our Master, then when He blesses another church, another mokjang, or another member, we will sincerely celebrate, and rejoice with them.
2. Lead People to Jesus — the One Who Gives Eternal Life
In verses 31–36, John teaches that only Jesus, the One who came from heaven, can give us eternal life. Anyone who believes in Jesus receives eternal life. Jesus has all authority in heaven and on earth. So when we believe in Him, we experience the eternal life that only He can give, every day.
But the one who does not obey the Son, the one who refuses to believe Him, will face God’s wrath. God’s wrath comes upon those who reject His Word and insist that their own thoughts are right. They are essentially saying (33), “God is wrong, and I am right.”
In the world today there are many ideas and philosophies that stand against God. Many people follow them. But these ideas are basically saying that the Creator God is wrong, and humans are right. Such people are already under God’s judgment. 
Even believers sometimes experience a short-term discipline—a taste of God’s wrath—when they reject Jesus’ truth and think their own ideas are better, refusing to obey God’s Word. That is why, whenever we make decisions, we should not simply follow our feelings. Instead, we should ask:
“Does this agree with the Lord’s Word?”
If we follow the Word, the Holy Spirit gives us peace.
Whatever we do, if we trust the Lord and depend on Him, we will taste eternal life—true peace, true joy, and deep satisfaction.
To be under God’s wrath is the most dangerous thing in the entire universe. It is far more dangerous than bombs falling in a war zone. Being under God’s wrath is like walking into an eternal lake of fire. That is why John desperately called people to repent and come to Jesus. John himself could not give eternal life. That is why he led people to Jesus, who alone can save.
And our role is the same. We must lead the people around us to Jesus—because if they stay as they are, they will surely fall into hell. This is why we need to lead friends, workmates, and classmates to Jesus. We are the channels that help people meet Him. A channel must never take glory for itself. Only Jesus, the One who gives eternal life, deserves glory.
We are not the Bridegroom—we are the best man. When the people we lead meet Jesus and receive eternal life, the Bridegroom rejoices, and we also rejoice deeply. As best men, we do not seek people’s praise, nor do we need to feel jealous of anyone. When VIPs meet Jesus the Bridegroom, we should feel nothing but joy and gratitude. This is the joy of a true best man.
The church, the mokjang, and the mokjang members are not our possession. They all belong to Jesus, the Bridegroom.
In a larger sense, we are all part of the universal church. Our roles may be different, but each one of us is a precious member of Jesus’ body. Inside the church, we become “living stones,” building up the body of Christ together.
Jealousy and competition arise when we seek our own glory. But who are we?
We are the best man.
We are members of Jesus’ body.
Our hearts must be united for the salvation of souls.
So when a VIP comes, the whole church or mokjang should rejoice and serve with thanksgiving. Jesus is enough for us. When Jesus is enough, jealousy and envy completely disappear.
When Satan tries to make us jealous or competitive, we must look to Jesus, our Bridegroom. Our identity is the best man—leading VIPs and sheep to Jesus and being satisfied that Jesus is lifted up.
Even in this world, when we live as faithful best men, there is reward. God will surely praise His faithful servants:
“Well done, good and faithful servant.”
So let us faithfully serve the people God has given us—VIPs, mokjang members, and those He entrusts to us—and let us be faithful to the work He has assigned.

Application
John wanted himself to become smaller and Jesus to become greater. He served people faithfully and always led them to Jesus. For John, “becoming less” meant dying to himself. He died to people’s praise, he died to human recognition, and he died to his own glory. His only desire was to reveal Jesus.
In the same way, when we die to ourselves, when our pride dies, then we can lead unbelievers and VIPs to our mokjang and to Jesus. The more we die to ourselves, the more Christ is lifted up.
When we lay down things that we think are beneficial to us—like spending much time on YouTube—then we gain time to pray for the souls who are walking toward hell, for our mokjang members, and for our VIPs. When we die to ourselves, we begin to care for them. Our hearts hurt for them, and we are moved to pray.
The mokjang church is also a church purchased with the blood of Jesus. Jesus is present there. When we know this, serving mokjang in our home becomes something we look forward to. We can serve sincerely and faithfully. And in the mokjang church, we can share our honest hearts, because Jesus Himself is present. There, our relationship with the Lord can be renewed, and we can receive prayer support.
I often check myself with this question:
“Am I seeking first the Kingdom of God and His righteousness?”
When I disobey the Lord, I feel uneasy and anxious. But when I honour God’s Word and obey it first, then peace comes, guidance comes, and I can obey with a willing heart.
So let us choose God’s Word over the voice of Satan that tries to pull us away. Let us obey the Lord and experience the eternal life—real peace, real joy—that He gives us every day.
Let’s share these things in our mokjangs this week.

