Persistent Prayer (Luke 18:1–7)
“Will not God bring about justice for his chosen ones, who cry out to him day and night? Will he keep putting them off?” (Luke 18:7)
Introduction: One of the most basic foundations of the Christian life is prayer. We often say that reading the Bible is like eating food, and prayer is like breathing. If we are truly alive, one of the most essential things we do is breathe. Breathing has a restoring power—it keeps us going and renews us.
In the same way, Christians are people who pray. Today’s passage is especially about persistent prayer. Our text (Luke 18:1–7) teaches us the power of persistence. To explain this, Jesus used a parable. In this story, Jesus highlights the importance of persistent prayer through the example of an unjust judge and a widow. The parable is a simple story: a poor widow repeatedly comes to an evil judge and asks him to resolve her case and grant her justice. At first glance, it seems like a straightforward story. But through it, Jesus shows us the way to pray—and the way to receive answers.
Through this parable, Jesus also teaches us how to overcome the real and practical difficulties we face in life. He points out that the solution to problems that seem impossible is found in persistent prayer. When answers do not come quickly, we often become sceptical about the power of prayer. We tend to undervalue prayer in the face of our struggles. Sometimes we even ignore or dismiss the power of prayer. But Jesus teaches us that no matter what hardships we face, we must not lose heart. Instead, we must pray always and not give up. All of us want to learn the power of persistent prayer. So today, I pray that this will be a time for each of us to make a fresh commitment—to become those who pray earnestly and persistently before God.
1. If We Do Not Pray, We Will Lose Heart (Luke 18:1)
“Then Jesus told His disciples a parable to show them that they should always pray and not give up.” (Luke 18:1) When we face despair, we must not fall into hopelessness—we must pray. Even if our prayers are not answered at the time we want, we should not lose heart. We must keep praying, because God hears the cries of those who believe and He answers them.
This parable takes place in a courtroom setting. A widow persistently appealed for her legal rights, and through her persistence she overcame the indifference of an unjust judge. In the end, she recovered what was rightfully hers. The unjust judge gave in to the widow’s request. He did not grant her justice because he felt compassion for her. He did not help her because he was kind or righteous. He accepted her request simply because of her persistence. In the same way, Jesus teaches us that persistent prayer is a key to receiving answers from God.
But we are not like that widow who had no one to rely on. We are believers. We have a righteous God as our Father. We can always come to Him and present our needs before Him (Ephesians 2:18; Hebrews 4:14–16). God delights to listen to our prayers. If even an unrighteous judge responded to the widow’s persistence, how much more will our righteous God hear the cries of His children (Luke 11:13). Therefore, in any situation of despair, we must not give up. We must pray earnestly and persistently. Jesus told this parable for one main reason: “to show them that they should always pray and not lose heart.” (Luke 18:1)
From Luke 18:1, we can infer something very simple and very clear:
· If we do not pray, we will lose heart.
· And if we are losing heart, it is because we are not praying.
This is a basic spiritual reality. The word “lose heart” (or “faint”) describes a believer who has lost courage—someone who becomes so discouraged and so overwhelmed that they feel like giving up. It refers to a state where a person is exhausted, drained, and worn out. The pressures and difficulties around us strongly affect our spiritual life. Continuous suffering makes us spiritually weak. And when hardship continues, it consumes our spiritual strength.
When we lose spiritual strength, we become powerless against Satan’s temptations and attacks. Once we become spiritually weak, Satan works to push us into despair, trying to make us give up on God and abandon our faith. But when we give in to discouragement, nothing good comes from it. Eventually, we live powerless lives, serving sin and fear instead of God. Then we fail to fulfill the mission God has given us. Instead, we begin to pursue worldly desires. We chase material things rather than God’s will. Those who seek the world begin to pursue comfort, recognition, and an easy life. But when we chase the things of this world, anxiety and worry always follow.
That is why Jesus tells us: “Seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness.” (Matthew 6:33) When we seek God first, we overcome worry. But when we struggle between worldly desires and God’s will, we must pray. Because when we pray, we draw the power of God into our inner life. Through the Holy Spirit, we can live with strength, vitality, and spiritual life. The driving force of a vibrant Christian life is prayer.
Prayer, in its simplest form, is bringing our needs before God. It is recognizing our weakness and asking God for His help. If we do not realize our weakness and need, we will not pray. If we trust ourselves, we will not pray. But when we recognize our limitations, we turn to God—the One who has the power to save, the source of wisdom, and the provider of every good thing. Prayer begins when we acknowledge our weakness and insufficiency. Prayer is asking God for what we need. Because we believe in God’s goodness, prayer is an act of trust.
And prayer is more than presenting requests—it is also fellowship with God. The deeper our fellowship with Him becomes, the more clearly we are guided by Him. When we recognize our weakness and devote ourselves to prayer, God, by His grace, supplies what we need. Prayer is the channel through which we receive God’s blessings. That is why refusing to pray is foolish. And when we stop praying, we inevitably lose heart.
Now, what does it mean to “pray without ceasing”? This does not mean repeating the same words endlessly. Jesus warned against that kind of meaningless repetition (Matthew 6:5–15). Rather, praying without ceasing means that prayer becomes natural to us—like breathing. When we are healthy and not choking, we do not even think about breathing. We simply breathe.
In the same way, prayer should become the natural habit of our lives. “Praying without ceasing” does not mean praying every hour of the day in a formal posture—that is not possible. It is not about the quantity or the posture of prayer. It is about the quality of prayer. It is about the sincerity and longing of the heart. In 1 Samuel 1, Hannah prayed to God out of deep sorrow (1 Samuel 1:13). Her pain was too great to express in words. Her lips moved, but no sound came out. Yet God heard the cry of her heart, and God answered her prayer.
Prayer is far more than spoken words. Prayer is the longing of the heart. It is like a spiritual “line” that connects our deepest desires to God. We are meant to remain connected to Him, so that our prayers become part of an ongoing conversation with God. God knows the desires of our hearts (Psalm 37:4). Even when our voices are silent, God answers the cry within us (Psalm 10:17; 21:2). “You have granted him his heart’s desire and have not withheld the request of his lips.” (Psalm 21:2). Therefore, whether consciously or unconsciously, we must continually pray. Whatever situation we face, we must not lose heart. We must pray.
2. The Unjust Judge and the Widow’s Plea
“In a certain town there was a judge who neither feared God nor cared what people thought.” (Luke 18:2) The unjust judge had a corrupt character. Scripture describes him clearly: “He did not fear God, and he did not respect people” (Luke 18:2). This kind of description was used in ancient literature to refer to the most wicked and rebellious type of person. In short, this judge was immoral. He had no sense of guilt in his conscience. He did not care at all about his reputation. He was completely indifferent to what others thought of him. He had no shame. He did not fear the judgment of God, and he paid no attention to the criticism of people. He gave no consideration to his responsibilities toward God or toward others.
He was a man with no reverence and no respect. He was cold-hearted and merciless. He was a corrupt judge—someone who would accept bribes and pervert justice. He distorted what was right (Amos 5:10–15). That is why the Jews sometimes called such officials “robber judges.” People could not expect anything good from him. He was an evil judge from whom no justice could be naturally expected.
Now, the poor widow comes before this judge and demands legal protection (Luke 18:3). In both the Old and the New Testament, widows often represent poverty, vulnerability, and helplessness. In the Old Testament, God commanded His people to care for widows (Exodus 22:22–24; Deuteronomy 14:28–29). The early church also paid serious attention to caring for widows (Acts 6:1; 1 Timothy 5:3–10; James 1:27). The church’s concern for the weak and vulnerable is exactly what God desires.
However, this poor widow had to overcome three major barriers just to stand in court. Humanly speaking, it was almost impossible for her to appear before the judge. First, in Jewish society, women were not expected to go to court publicly.
Second, she was a widow—she had no husband to stand beside her and defend her case.
Finally, she was poor—so she could not offer a bribe to the judge. A corrupt judge often ruled based on bribes, not on truth. Therefore, for her to receive justice in court was, in reality, nearly impossible. And yet, this is exactly why the parable is so powerful: a helpless widow, facing an unjust judge, still refused to give up.
3. The Power of Persistence Overcomes Every Barrier
At first, the unjust judge did not respond at all to the widow’s desperate request. But eventually he said: “Because this widow keeps bothering me, I will see that she gets justice, so that she won’t eventually come and attack me!” (Luke 18:5)
The widow made a firm decision to recover her legal rights. She went to the judge day after day until her case was heard and her injustice was addressed. In the beginning, the judge treated her request as nothing. He ignored her again and again. But in the end, her persistence broke through the judge’s stubbornness. The judge himself admitted what kind of person he was. He had the worst reputation in society. He did not care about anyone. As a judge, he had forgotten his duty to protect the weak. He took bribes and twisted justice. He oppressed the poor. Yet regardless of the judge’s character, the widow was determined to restore what was rightfully hers. Her purpose was clear: she wanted her rights back from her adversary. For example, perhaps someone had cheated her and taken her money, and she wanted it returned. So she continued to go to the judge every single day until her case was resolved.
At first, the judge thought her request was insignificant, and he ignored her for a while. He expected that after a few attempts she would get tired and quit. But she did not quit. She cried out day after day—on the road, in front of his house, and even at the courthouse—raising her voice and demanding justice. The judge became afraid of seeing her. He could not hold his head up in front of the people of the town. Even though he was shameless and thick-skinned, he could not defeat her persistence. He grew weary. He became emotionally exhausted. Finally, he decided to grant her justice. The reason the judge gave in was not because he feared God. It was not because he had compassion for the widow. The only reason was that she kept disturbing him.
The word “bother” or “trouble” can literally mean “to strike under the eye,” “to bruise the face.” It carries the sense of wearing someone down—emotionally exhausting them. The widow’s constant appeals drained him completely. In the end, the stubborn and wicked judge was defeated by the persistence of a poor widow. Her persistence overcame him. And because of her persistence, she overcame every barrier in front of her. She achieved what she was asking for.
4. God Answers Our Prayers
The widow had no one to help her. She had to fight alone and overcome everything by herself just to meet the judge. But unlike the widow, we are the children of God. We can always come to our Father to receive the help we need (Hebrews 4:14–16). God cares for us. God is not an unjust judge.
If even an unjust judge responded to a widow’s persistent plea, then how much more will our righteous God answer the prayers of His children? God delights to give good gifts to those who ask. Therefore, regardless of our condition or situation, we must come to God and pray (Luke 11:9–12; Matthew 7:7–8). “For everyone who asks receives; the one who seeks finds; and to the one who knocks, the door will be opened.” (Matthew 7:8) When we pray with earnest hearts—whether consciously or unconsciously—the Holy Spirit helps us and intercedes for us (Romans 8:26–27). “In the same way, the Spirit helps us in our weakness… the Spirit himself intercedes for us through wordless groans.” (Romans 8:26)
God answers earnest prayers. Unlike the unjust judge, God’s judgments are true and righteous (Revelation 19:2). He judges with perfect justice (1 Peter 2:23). God is rich in mercy. “The LORD is merciful and gracious, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love.” (Psalm 103:8). If an unjust judge listened to the persistent widow, will not the righteous God listen to His chosen ones who cry out to Him day and night? “Will not God bring about justice for his chosen ones, who cry out to him day and night?” (Luke 18:7) God will surely answer our prayers. However, God’s answer may not come as quickly as we expect. Sometimes the answer feels delayed. But God answers at the best time—His perfect time.
And when we pray persistently, our highest priority must be to seek the kingdom of God and His righteousness. Our prayers must be for God’s glory and for the church. Our prayers should be for the gospel, for evangelism, and for the salvation of souls. We should pray for those who witness to Jesus Christ—the only Savior—so that even one lost soul may return to God. If all our prayers are focused only on solving our own problems, then our prayers are not the kind of prayers God desires. But when we seek to glorify God through our problems, God responds. Therefore, we must learn to use even our suffering as an opportunity to honor God.
Sometimes we become discouraged because the problem in front of us is too big. But discouragement often reveals that we are still relying on ourselves. Instead of losing heart, we must pray continuously with sincere desperation. God is the source of all our help. And God responds to our cries, because He is our Father. People often say, “If you were in my position, you wouldn’t be able to speak words of comfort like that.” That may be true—because we are not in their situation. But Jesus knows every suffering we face. Jesus understands us perfectly. Therefore, Jesus is able to help us completely. “For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses… Let us then approach God’s throne of grace with confidence, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help us in our time of need.” (Hebrews 4:15–16)
So we must choose: Will we live a discouraged life without prayer, or will we live a victorious life through prayer? If we truly want our problems to be resolved, we must pray earnestly to God. Persistent prayer is the use of our spiritual privilege. Persistent prayer is a channel of God’s blessing. Therefore, we must become people of persistent prayer. “Let us pray without ceasing.”

