What It Means to Love God (John 5:30–47)
Last week, we heard this word: “A time is coming and has now come when the dead will hear the voice of the Son of God, and those who hear will live” (John 5:25).
Here, “to live” means receiving eternal life. It also means living a life of true joy, even on this earth.
But many times, we do not enjoy this eternal life that God gives. We may live as religious people, but still have no real joy or happiness. This means we are missing something.
Through today’s message, I pray we can see what we are missing and live enjoying God’s true love.
1) Clear testimonies about Jesus
In verses 31–39, Jesus says there are true witnesses proving who He is.
First, John the Baptist testified about Jesus.
John said Jesus is the Christ (John 1:20) and the Son of God (John 1:34).
He also testified that Jesus is the Lamb of God (John 1:29).
Most Jews respected John the Baptist. They believed he was a prophet sent by God and followed him. So Jesus wanted them to believe John’s witness, know who Jesus is, and receive salvation (34).
Second, Jesus said His works testify that He is the Messiah sent by God.
In John 5, Jesus healed a man who had been sick for 38 years.
In John 2, He turned water into wine.
In John 4, He healed an official’s son just by speaking.
Through these signs, Jesus showed that He came from God.
Also, when Jesus was baptized by John and came up out of the water, God Himself spoke:
“This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased” (Matthew 3:17).
In addition, Scripture itself testifies about Jesus.
The Jews honored Moses, but Moses also wrote about Jesus.
In Genesis 3:15, God points to the Messiah who would come through the woman’s offspring.
In Exodus, the Passover lamb points to Jesus.
In Leviticus, the whole sacrificial system speaks about Jesus.
The Jewish religious leaders studied Scripture very hard and were serious about religion.
But they still did not truly know God.
2) The Jews refused to come to Jesus
Outwardly, the Jews looked faithful. They did not worship idols like Baal and Asherah, and they seemed to serve God well. But they did not come to God. In verse 40, Jesus says:
“Yet you refuse to come to me to have life.”
They did not come to Jesus to receive eternal life (zoe).

This does not mean one or two times. It means they kept rejecting Him continuously.
But in another sense, they did come to Jesus.
They came for healing.
They came eagerly when He gave food.
Many came when He taught the Sermon on the Mount.
Then why does Jesus say they did not come to Him?
Because they were more interested in practical benefits from Jesus—miracles, healing, and help in real life—than in Jesus Himself.
They did not have a true desire to know Him, meet Him personally, and love Him, even though they listened to the teaching of Jesus.
This is similar to Israel after the Exodus.
After leaving Egypt, the Israelites cared greatly about the land flowing with milk and honey.
They wanted a land with enough water and food.
But in Exodus 19:4, God says,
“You yourselves have seen what I did to Egypt, and how I carried you on eagles’ wings and brought you to myself.”
God said, “I brought you to myself.”
Yet they cared more about the promised land than about God Himself.
Many believers today also fall into this trap.
They are interested in things that come through Jesus.
When life is hard, they pray. But when problems are solved, they become spiritually loose.
But Jesus is our King.
He is our Creator.
The way to enjoy eternal life is to acknowledge Jesus in our hearts, approach him and relate to Him personally, listen to Him, and walk with Him.
This is the way of highest happiness.
So I pray that we may enjoy amazing eternal life—true joy—every day.
3) The Jews Who Did Not Love God
In verse 42, Jesus says, “I know that you do not have the love of God in your hearts.”
Outwardly, they kept religious rituals well and had much knowledge of Scripture. They looked like people with strong faith. But Jesus says they did not have love for God in their hearts. This means the center of their hearts, the motive of their hearts, and the direction of their lives were not toward loving God.
To love God means to love the personal God with our whole being.
This starts in the heart. To love God with our whole being means we believe and live as if God, who is personal, is our only Master and our life. It means God becomes our everything.
If we love God with our whole being, we want to give Him our true heart and our time.
We want to ask Him often and listen to Him often.
We want to join in what God is doing.
Our priority turns toward God.
The center of our heart turns toward God, the One we love.
When we have even a small moment, we pray to God inwardly.
At that time, the Jews looked like people who loved God on the outside, but at the center of their hearts they did not love God.
The word “love” here means unconditional love, agape.
Even if we lose something in this world, because we love God, the center of our heart still turns toward Him.
If we know who God is and love Him with our whole being, we do not seek people’s approval, glory, or praise.
John 3:16 says, “For God so loved the world that He gave His one and only Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not perish but have eternal life.”
God loved us so, so much. He loved us with agape love.
Jesus came to this earth and gave His own life so that we would not perish but receive eternal life.
This eternal life means not only everlasting life in heaven after death, but also a wonderful life now on this earth—walking with the living God and living in full true joy.
But many believers understand eternal life and salvation in a limited way—as if we can enjoy them only when we go to heaven.
In other words, they think: “Jesus saved me, so all my sins are forgiven. So I will go to heaven.”
But Jesus gave us life so that we can enjoy this eternal life (zoe) here on earth too.
He also gave His own life so that we can know Him personally and live in a loving relationship with Him.
So we must keep growing in knowing God’s love (Ephesians 1:17–19).
Then how do we grow in knowing this God?
Love is mutual. We also need to respond.
When you wake up, first think of the Lord, greet Him, and say, “Today also, I want to walk with You.”
Say, “Please speak to me,” and open daily spiritual bread (the Word) and read it.
If you woke up late, pray briefly and begin.
“Lord, what should I do today?”
And during the day, keep looking to the Lord.
If you watched too much media and feel sorry, then turn back to the Lord again and move forward.
Pray, “Please let me receive Your guidance again.”
Before sleeping, do not just sleep. Look back on the day with the Lord, give thanks, repent, and then sleep.
If we live like this, little by little we know God’s love more and grow.
When we treat God as a real Person and have fellowship with Him, our relationship with God becomes deeper.
Jeanne Guyon said, the proof that “Jesus is already working in me” is not strong emotions, but whether the heart is truly turned toward God (heart prayer) and whether that direction continues.
She saw inward prayer in our hearts—offering our hearts to God—as “an inner act of love.”
She says all believers are called to this kind of prayer.
A pastor friend told me this story.
When his father became very old, he said, “Ah! What did I not do for you? I sent you all to university, gave all your living expenses…”
But from the son’s side, there needed to be conversation and relationship between father and son, and there was none.
Even though the father provided money, he left the mother and went to another woman, and that caused deep wounds.
Yet he still said he had done well as a father.
In the same way, we can think we are loving God in our own way.
We may set certain things and think, “If I do these things, I am loving God.”
But that is not it.
Loving God is possible when we treat God as a Person.
Love grows as we praise and meditate on the amazing love of the Creator God, who gave His own life to save us, and as we become aware that He is with us.
Then our hearts turn to God, and we continue to offer heart prayer.
As this continues, we want to be with God more, and through this we grow more in love for the Lord.
So do not despair over how you are now.
Just try one thing each day. (e.g.)
The important thing is to treat God as a Person and come to Him with a sincere heart.
Pray honestly about your problem:
“God, why do I easily fall into games or addiction?”
It is probably because I think worldly pleasure is greater.
But when we keep treating God as a Person and continue fellowship with Him, His joy becomes greater, and naturally we overcome these addictions.
4) The Jews Who Sought People’s Approval and Glory
Jesus says in verses 41 and 44:
He Himself does not accept glory from people, but the Jews were giving glory to one another and were not seeking the glory that comes from God.
Here, “glory” means people’s approval, praise, and reputation.
Jesus did not consider people’s approval or reputation at all.
But for the Jews, people’s approval was very important.
So they lived by giving and receiving glory and approval from one another.
Among believers, they lived by their shared idea of what was “right.”
In Jesus’ time, the final judge of the Jews’ actions was people.
If they had truly sought God’s approval, reputation, and glory, they would have asked, “Is this right before God?” and lived that way. But they did not.
So, they refused to deny themselves and take up their cross.
They chose comfort and lived as they wanted.
They treated God as if He were not personal, and they set law-rules and thought, “If we keep these rules well, we are doing good faith life.”
But when we acknowledge the living God and seek His approval and evaluation, we live differently.
This problem is still serious today.
If Christians treat wrong behavior as normal by approving each other and compromising with each other, both sides move farther from God.
“They do not seek God’s glory.”
Here, the word seek means to make something your life goal and pursue it.
We must not pursue human glory or human judgment.
We must seek God’s judgment and God’s approval.
Then we can live a good life of faith.

Conclusion and Application
To summarize today’s message:
If we do not come to Jesus, and if we do not have love for God in our hearts, we will not seek God’s glory, praise, and approval. Instead, we will seek these things from people.
When that happens, we cannot truly believe in Jesus (v. 44).
So, we must come to God, love God, and grow in that love.
And we must live a life that seeks God’s praise, God’s approval, and God’s glory.
Let us do one practical thing each day.
Today, in our life, first acknowledge and declare that God, who is personal, is alive:
“God, thank You for being here. Please help me start this amazing day today. What is the first thing You want?”
Then live by listening to the Lord with the center of your heart.
This happens through asking, listening, and receiving His reminders/thoughts.
When we acknowledge God in our hearts, talk with Him, and spend time with Him, we grow in loving the Lord, and having fellowship with him. Love is mutual.
God already gave His life and loved us fully, but as we respond little by little to that love, we come to know God more and love Him more.
This week, I pray that we go to God, who is present as a Person—ask, listen, and have fellowship with Him.
Amen.

