Rivers of living water flowing from within the believer”(John 7:25–53)
“On the last day, that great day of the feast, Jesus stood and cried out, saying, ‘If anyone thirsts, let him come to Me and drink. He who believes in Me, as the Scripture has said, out of his heart will flow rivers of living water.’”
John 7:37–38
1. Jesus’ Invitation and Living Water
There are many invitations in life. However, there is one invitation that is the most important in our lives. It is the invitation of Jesus Christ toward us. This is the glorious invitation of the gospel. It is an invitation to salvation, forgiveness, eternal life, and heaven.
What is Jesus’ invitation to us?
“If anyone thirsts, let him come to Me and drink. He who believes in Me, as the Scripture has said, out of his heart will flow rivers of living water”
John 7:37–38
John 7 takes place against the background of the Feast of Tabernacles. John describes the various opinions people had about who Jesus was. Before the feast, in John 7:1–11, Jesus’ brothers did not believe that He was the Messiah. In the middle of the feast, in John 7:11–36, there was debate among the people about Jesus. The debate was this: “Is Jesus the Christ?” On the last day of the feast, in John 7:37–52, the people were divided over Jesus. Some thought He was the Prophet, some thought He was a Galilean, and others thought He was a deceiver. Most people refused to believe that Jesus was the Christ. However, some believed in Him as the Christ. At the centre of this division was the question of whether Jesus was truly the Christ.
The ultimate question that every person must eventually face, the most important question that determines one’s eternal destiny, is this: “What shall I do with Jesus Christ?” This is a question we must answer. In order for us to respond to this question, Jesus invited us to come to Him (John 7:37).
To accept Jesus’ invitation means to believe in Him. When we believe in Him, we receive eternal life. And this eternal life overflows within us and flows out to others. We not only possess eternal life, but we also become channels through which eternal life flows to others (John 7:38).
On the other hand, if we do not believe in Jesus, we will face eternal judgment (John 3:36; Romans 1:18; 2:12). Therefore, our choice determines whether we receive eternal life or eternal judgment (John 3:16; John 14:6; Acts 4:12). Whether we become channels of eternal life and blessing, or objects of eternal judgment, depends on each person’s response.
Even today, there are many different perspectives and opinions about Jesus. However, regardless of human opinion, we must believe in Jesus as the Christ. This is because in Jesus Christ we enjoy the joy of eternal life, both now and forever.
2. The Debate About Jesus (7:25–36)
Jesus went up to Jerusalem in the middle of the Feast of Tabernacles. In John 7:25–44, there was debate among the people about the question, “Is Jesus the Christ?” (7:25–31, 32–36, 37–44).
The people thought that the religious leaders knew Jesus was the Messiah (John 7:36). Therefore, they wondered why the religious leaders were planning to kill Him. The reason the religious leaders wanted to kill Jesus was that He had broken the Sabbath law and claimed to be God (John 5:10–18). Although the religious leaders knew that Jesus was the Messiah, they denied it according to their own logic.
“But we know where this Man is from; when the Christ comes, no one knows where He is from.”
John 7:27
According to rabbinic teaching, the Messiah would be born, but He would remain completely unknown until He began the work of redeeming Israel. No one would know where the Messiah came from. However, because they knew that Jesus was from despised Nazareth, they concluded that Jesus could not be the Messiah.
When they saw Jesus’ teaching and the works He had done, including His many miracles, such as healing the man who had been sick for thirty-eight years, they should have known that Jesus was the Messiah. Although Jesus’ teaching had authority, because they had prejudice against Him, they regarded Him merely as Joseph’s son (John 6:42). Although they had studied much about the Messiah whom God had promised long ago, they denied that Jesus was the Messiah. In the end, they crucified Him (Acts 4:11).
To those who denied that He was the Christ, Jesus declared that He was indeed the Messiah. Jesus claimed to be God (John 7:29; 1:1, 18), because He had been sent from God. Through His teaching and His miracles, Jesus proved that He Himself was God. Not knowing Jesus meant not knowing God. Yet they thought they knew God well. Because of their prejudice, they rejected the truth. As a result, they tried to arrest Jesus.
We must stand honestly before the truth. We must have open hearts toward the truth. Yet because of our prejudices, we often place our own knowledge above the Word of God. Instead of depending on the Word of truth, we depend on human opinions and our own fixed ideas. We have prejudices about God and our own views of faith. We live out our faith according to our own values, because we think according to our own knowledge about God. As a result, we treat God’s Word lightly.
Our prejudices stand against the Word of God. Moreover, there are many opinions in the world that deny Jesus. Their logic can overwhelm us. However, in order not to be deceived by human words, we must fully trust the Word of Scripture. In order to build ourselves on the Word of God, we must sincerely meditate on and study the Bible deeply. Furthermore, we must become competent teachers of the Bible who can rightly guide others.
“Study to show yourself approved unto God, a workman who does not need to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.”
2 Timothy 4:15
Therefore, in order not to be buried under our own prejudices, we must make every effort to build ourselves upon the Word of God.
There were two responses among the people to Jesus’ teaching and His works. Some believed in Jesus. But the religious leaders and most of the people did not believe in Him as the Messiah (John 6:30–31).
Jesus spoke to those who rejected Him and to the religious leaders. He would no longer remain with them in this world, because six months later, according to God’s plan, He would die on the cross, rise again, and return to God. They could not go where Jesus was going (John 6:32–34). However, those who believed in Jesus would go to where He is (John 14:3).
For those who do not believe in Jesus, eternal judgment awaits. Because of their unbelief, they missed the opportunity for salvation that had been given to them. The opportunity for salvation is not always available. When Jesus invites us, we must respond positively to His invitation. And when we have the opportunity to preach the gospel, we must preach it.
The apostle Paul says:
“For He says: ‘In an acceptable time I have heard you, and in the day of salvation I have helped you.’ Behold, now is the accepted time; behold, now is the day of salvation.”
2 Corinthians 6:2
3. Jesus Invites the Thirsty (John 7:37)
On the last day of the Feast of Tabernacles, Jesus invited the people through the gospel.
“On the last day, that great day of the feast, Jesus stood and cried out, saying, ‘If anyone thirsts, let him come to Me and drink.’”
John 7:37
The Jews observed three major feasts: Passover, Pentecost, and the Feast of Tabernacles. The Feast of Tabernacles began on the fifteenth day of the seventh month in the Jewish calendar, which corresponds to September or October. The festival lasted for seven days, and on the eighth day they rested.
Because the Feast of Tabernacles began after the autumn harvest, it was the most joyful festival among the Jewish feasts. The Feast of Tabernacles had two main features.
First, the Jews prepared booths. They lived in these booths for seven days. They remembered God’s providential care for them during the forty years in the wilderness. In order to celebrate God’s protection and provision in the wilderness, they held branches, called the lulav, in one hand and fruit, called the etrog, in the other hand. The Feast of Tabernacles was a time of celebration for the people.
Second, there was the ceremony of pouring water in the temple. According to the Talmud, each day the priest drew water from the Pool of Siloam in a golden pitcher. He then carried the golden pitcher in procession back to the temple. He poured the water from the golden pitcher onto the altar.
This water ceremony commemorated God’s miraculous provision of water during Israel’s wilderness journey (Exodus 17:6). It also looked forward to the blessing of the coming Messiah (Ezekiel 47:1–9; Zechariah 14:8, 16–19). In addition, it symbolised prayer for abundant rain.
During the water-pouring ceremony, the people sang songs of joy. They recited Isaiah 12:3:
“Therefore with joy you will draw water from the wells of salvation.”
The last day of the feast was the final day of the water-pouring ceremony. The people circled the altar seven times and offered the devotion of their hearts to God. Their joy reached its highest point.
Although the people saw the water falling on the altar as a symbol of hope that their desires would be fulfilled, Jesus saw the thirst within their hearts. They had no true satisfaction within. Jesus saw the suffering of their inner being: their need for forgiveness of sin, love, peace, and reconciliation with God. What they truly needed was the joy of forgiveness that comes from God.
Therefore, Jesus saw them as thirsty people. Jesus wanted to give them true satisfaction. He invited them through the glorious gospel of the Lord (John 7:37).
What was the content of Jesus’ invitation?
“If anyone thirsts, let him come to Me and drink.”
John 7:37
Those whom Jesus invites are thirsty people. Those whom Jesus invites are those who labour and are heavy laden. Those who respond to Jesus’ invitation receive living water. They receive rest for their souls.
Jesus invited the thirsty to living water. The psalmist beautifully describes the thirst of our souls:
“As the deer pants for the water brooks, so pants my soul for You, O God.”
Psalm 42:1
Thirst is a craving. A thirsty person continually looks for water. When we are thirsty, if we do not drink water, our thirst becomes more and more severe.
We cannot solve our inner thirst with external things. Those who are spiritually thirsty long for forgiveness of sin, salvation, peace, and hope. Those whose souls are dry long for living water. Because human beings are spiritual beings created in the image of God, there is an empty space within us that only God can fill.
If we recognise our spiritual thirst, we must come to Jesus, who is the source of living water. If we do not drink, a river flowing through a dry valley will bring us no benefit. Therefore, we must come to Jesus and drink.
Here, the word “drink” means to personally receive and possess. To drink means to receive Jesus.
When we recognise our desperate condition, we seek our Saviour. In the Philippian prison, the jailer said:
“What must I do to be saved?”
Acts 16:30
This is the cry of a person who feels the thirst of the soul.
Jesus, who invites us, is the only One who can satisfy our thirst. Jesus is the only One who can satisfy our souls. If we want the fountain of eternal life, we must come to Jesus and believe in Him.
4. Rivers of Living Water Flowing from Within the Believer (John 7:38)
What is the blessing given to those who believe in Jesus?
“He who believes in Me, as the Scripture has said, out of his heart will flow rivers of living water.”
John 7:38
When we believe in Jesus, we drink the living water that satisfies us. This living water flows from within us and becomes rivers of living water. The characteristic of these rivers of living water is that they do not remain only inside us. Living water is like a river that flows through us into the lives of others.
We also become springs of water that flow into the world. By believing in Jesus, we have become rivers of living water. As those who have received blessing, we become those who bless others. As those who have received God’s grace, we become channels of God’s grace. Therefore, by allowing the living water within us to flow to others, we must lead others to salvation.
By the power of the Holy Spirit within us, we can continually drink and release the rivers of living water (John 7:39). However, sometimes we experience the living water within us as if it were a stagnant pond that does not flow. At times, we experience spiritual thirst. Then we analyse the cause and seek worldly solutions.
Sadly, the solution to our spiritual thirst is not found in ourselves but in God. God has spoken about the cause of our spiritual thirst:
“My people have committed two evils: they have forsaken Me, the fountain of living waters, and hewed out for themselves cisterns, broken cisterns that can hold no water.”
Jeremiah 2:13
First, the cause of our spiritual thirst is that we forsake God, who is the source of living water. Instead of God, we seek satisfaction in something else. In other words, we depend on things other than the Word of God.
Second, we try to dig our own cisterns in order to solve our thirst by ourselves. But those cisterns are like broken containers that cannot hold water. No matter how much we value the Word of God, if we do not obey the Word, we will continue to suffer from spiritual thirst.
However, when we recognise the limits of our own efforts and seek the help of the Holy Spirit, our spiritual thirst can be satisfied. We can enjoy spiritual satisfaction. By the power of the Holy Spirit, we can allow the living water to continue flowing, because the Holy Spirit dwells and works within us (1 Corinthians 3:16).
The Holy Spirit can cause the living water within us to flow to others. By depending on the Holy Spirit, we can live as evangelists who let the living water of salvation flow to others.
5. The Division of People According to Their View of Jesus (John 7:40–52)
People responded to Jesus’ invitation in different ways. Some regarded Jesus as a good man, while others regarded Him as a deceiver. Some thought He was the Christ or the Prophet (John 7:12, 31, 40). Others dismissed Him as merely a Galilean (John 7:41–42). They had the prejudice that no prophet could come from Galilee (John 7:41, 52).
However, Jonah was a prophet from Galilee. If they had honestly studied what the Old Testament said about the Messiah, especially Isaiah 9:1–2, they would have believed that Jesus was the Messiah. They had biblical knowledge about the Messiah, but their knowledge did not lead them to faith in Jesus as the Messiah. Their prejudice caused them to reject the truth that Jesus was the Messiah.
Paul said that it is very difficult for those who are wise and wealthy according to the standards of the world to receive the gospel. When we preach the gospel, it is natural that people may reject it. In the early church, ordinary people believed the gospel (1 Corinthians 1:26–31), because God reveals His mysteries to the humble (Matthew 11:25–27).
We must face the Word of God honestly and without prejudice. Nicodemus appears three times in the Gospel of John. When the religious leaders tried to arrest Jesus, Nicodemus, based on his knowledge of Scripture, demanded a fair judgment concerning Jesus (John 7:51). He stood on the side of truth.
Only those who obey the Word of God can know whether God’s Word is true. How can we know that Jesus is teaching us the truth? When we obey the words of Jesus, God will show us that His Word is true. Therefore, obedience becomes the source of spiritual knowledge.
However, if we do not obey the teaching of Jesus, we cannot know whether God’s Word is true. If we want to confirm that the Word of God is truly the truth, we must obey the Word of God.
Through obedience to God’s Word, we can know the will of God. And we can know that God’s Word is truth.
“So Samuel said: ‘Has the LORD as great delight in burnt offerings and sacrifices, as in obeying the voice of the LORD? Behold, to obey is better than sacrifice, and to listen than the fat of rams.’”
1 Samuel 15:22
We must not have prejudice against Jesus. We often think of Jesus merely as a good person, a giver of blessings, a healer, or a social reformer. If we believe in Jesus based on our own prejudices, our faith is not going in the right direction.
Therefore, we must not allow our prejudices and human evaluations to blind our eyes to the truth. We need to answer honestly the question, “Is Jesus the Christ?” We must believe that Jesus is the Christ.
When we believe in Christ, we possess the fountain of eternal life within us. And we become channels of living water, through whom the fountain of eternal life flows to others.
“He who believes in Me, as the Scripture has said, out of his heart will flow rivers of living water.”
John 7:38

