Jesus said,
“Let anyone who is thirsty come to me and drink. Whoever believes in me, as Scripture has said, rivers of living water will flow from within them.”
What does this word mean?
It means that coming to Jesus and drinking when we are thirsty is closely connected to believing in Him. But the important question is this: What are we truly thirsty for?
When we are thirsty for the world, we run toward the world. We spend our time pursuing the satisfaction, pleasure, and success that the world seems to offer. But after spending our time in that way, we often find that we have failed to do what we really needed to do. Then we are left with a sense of failure and emptiness. The thirst that the world gives keeps dragging us along until the end of our lives, but it only leaves us more thirsty.
However, the thirst Jesus speaks about is different. It is the longing to live closer to Jesus and to have deeper fellowship with Him. It is the desire to love Jesus, our Creator, who gave Himself for us, and to obey His voice. This is what it means to come to Jesus and drink. This is what it truly means to believe in Jesus.
Believing in Jesus is not simply confessing Him with our lips. It means asking, “Lord, what do You want me to do with the time You have given me today?” and then obeying what He shows us. In order to do this, we need to deeply receive the daily bread of God’s Word. We need to hear the voice of God speaking to our hearts and touching us through His Word.
The blessing of Ruth marrying Boaz began with her obedience. Ruth quietly obeyed what Naomi told her to do. At times, she might have wondered, “Why do I have to do this?” or even felt that it was difficult to understand. But when we obey, even when we do not fully understand, we come to learn about God, know God more deeply, and have closer fellowship with Him.
If obedience leads us into deeper intimacy with Jesus, disobedience leads us away from Him. When we disobey, we cannot experience the power of God, and the rivers of living water become blocked within us.
As I meditated on today’s message, I saw how I had been making excuses and disobeying God. I could have written, revised, and posted my spiritual reflection, but instead, I wrote it and kept it without posting it. I realised that I was putting people’s reactions and words before God. I also saw that when I needed to obey God first, I often delayed.
So while meditating on the sermon, I began to ask myself again:
“What does it mean to come to Jesus and drink?”
“What does it mean to believe in Jesus?”
The answer I received was this: it means longing to hear God’s voice through the daily bread of His Word and obeying the Word we have heard. It means not delaying when we know the will of the Lord, but obeying Him immediately.
Then the rivers of living water that Jesus gives begin to flow within us. We become filled with the joy of being led and ruled by God. I pray that from this week, we may become thirsty for Jesus again. I pray that we may hear His voice and begin to obey Him, even in small things. True joy is restored when we surrender to Him and obey Him.
Did you hear God’s voice through today’s worship service?
During the time of listening to God’s voice after worship, I was touched by this thought: small decisions of obedience can lead us into great joy.
For example, if someone spends four hours a day on media, reducing it to three hours and offering one hour to God can be an act of obedience. Instead of falling asleep while watching media, we can look back on the day, repent, give thanks, and pray for our mokjang members, the church, and those who are sick. That can be obedience. Instead of watching YouTube or reading the news on the bus, we can use that time to meditate on God’s Word. That can be obedience. When we wake up in the morning, thanking the Lord for giving us another day is also obedience. During Mokajng sharing, instead of speaking only formally, we can honestly share our challenges and struggles and ask for prayer. That too can be obedience.
These small decisions and acts of obedience become channels through which the rivers of living water flow from within us.
This week, let us long to hear God’s voice each day as we receive our daily bread and meditate deeply on His Word through Hagada. Let us also put that Word into practice through obedience and share our experiences with our mokjang.

