Whose Child Am I?
John 8:39–59
Last week, we looked at what Jesus said:
“If you hold to my teaching, you are really my disciples. Then you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.”
True freedom does not come when we live however we want. True freedom comes when we remain in the words of Jesus, hold on to His words, and live by them.
In today’s passage, we see a strong conflict between Jesus and the Jews. The Jews were sure that they were descendants of Abraham. They were Abraham’s physical children. They worshipped in the temple. They knew the Law. They called God their Father. So they thought they were surely God’s people.
But Jesus shakes their confidence. Jesus is asking them:
“Are you really children of God?”
“Are you really children of Abraham?”
“Whose words are you listening to?”
“To whom do you really belong?”
These questions are also given to us today.
We go to church. We worship. We use the language of faith. We confess that Jesus is Lord. But today’s passage asks us:
Who am I really?
Whose voice do I listen to every day?
Whose words does my heart respond to most quickly?
Who is my true master?
Jesus does not judge people simply by their outward appearance. Jesus looks at whom we belong to. Those who belong to God listen to the word of God and hold on to that word. But those who do not belong to God reject the truth even when they hear it. Instead, they are pulled by the voice of lies and sin.
Through today’s message, I want us to examine ourselves.
1. True children of God are revealed through their lives
In verse 37, Jesus speaks of “Abraham’s descendants.” This means Abraham’s physical descendants. But in verse 39, when Jesus speaks of Abraham’s children, He is not talking only about physical bloodline. He is talking about people who follow Abraham’s faith, believe in the God whom Abraham believed in, and hold on to God’s promise as Abraham did.
Abraham believed God’s promise. In Genesis 12, God said to Abraham, “All peoples on earth will be blessed through you.” In Genesis 15, God promised him descendants as many as the stars in the sky. Abraham believed that word. God counted his faith as righteousness.
The direction and center of Abraham’s life were focused on following God’s promise. When God told him to go, Abraham went. When God told him to stay, Abraham stayed. Even though he could not see it with his physical eyes, he believed and saw by faith that many descendants of faith, as many as the stars in the sky and the sand on the seashore, would come through him.
Also, in today’s passage, verse 56, Jesus says:
“Your father Abraham rejoiced at the thought of seeing my day; he saw it and was glad.”
Abraham looked forward to the coming Christ from far away and rejoiced. He saw by faith that God’s promise would be fulfilled in Jesus Christ. Abraham lived as a stranger on this earth, but in reality, he looked beyond this earth and lived with hope in the heavenly city.
But what about the Jews in Jesus’ day? The very Jesus whom Abraham looked forward to and rejoiced in was now standing before them. But they did not believe in Him. Instead, they tried to kill Him.
They said with their lips that they were children of Abraham, but in reality, they were very different from Abraham’s faith.
Dear brothers and sisters, this is also a very important message for us today.
We must also live by faith on this earth, as Abraham did. This means living according to the word of God. When we remain in the word, we live as disciples who follow Jesus. We come to know the truth. And that truth truly sets us free. Then we will not be bound by anything on this earth.
When we continue to meditate on the word of God, when we keep the word in our hearts, God’s vision and hope become precious in us. We begin to follow that vision and hope. Then, even while living on this earth, we can live boldly with the hope of heaven.
If we say that we believe in Jesus, but our lives do not really change, if we do not humble ourselves before the word, if we do not repent of sin, if we stubbornly refuse to obey, then we must examine our attitude toward the word of God.
Let us humbly examine ourselves before the word.
2. Children of God love Jesus and listen to His word
In verse 40, Jesus says to the Jews:
“As it is, you are looking for a way to kill me, a man who has told you the truth that I heard from God.”
Jesus spoke the truth that He heard from God. But the Jews rejected that truth. Even worse, they tried to kill Jesus.
So in verse 41, Jesus says:
“You are doing the works of your own father.”
When the Jews heard this, they strongly protested. They said:
“We are not illegitimate children. The only Father we have is God himself.”
They claimed that God was their Father. But Jesus answered them in verse 42:
“If God were your Father, you would love me.”
This is a very important word.
Those who truly love God also love Jesus, whom God sent. Those who know God as their Father cannot reject Jesus, the Son of God.
Here, love is not just an emotion. The word “love” here is the Greek word agape. To love Jesus means to value Jesus, to have a relationship with Jesus, to listen to His word, and to live in obedience to Him. Those who love Jesus do not take His word lightly. Because they love Jesus, they keep His word in their hearts and seek to obey Him.
In verse 43, Jesus says again:
“Why is my language not clear to you? Because you are unable to hear what I say.”
Here, “to hear” does not simply mean to hear sounds with the ears. In the Bible, to hear includes receiving the word with the heart and obeying it.
The Jews physically heard the voice of Jesus. But they did not receive His word. They did not obey Him from the heart.
Why?
Because their hearts were closed.
Because they did not belong to God.
In verse 47, Jesus says:
“Whoever belongs to God hears what God says.”
Those who belong to God listen to God’s word. Here, “belonging to God” does not simply mean having a religious membership. It means being born of God, being born again, and being connected to God by His life.
We can know whom we belong to by seeing whose words we listen to.
Whose words do I respond to most easily?
Is it the word of God?
Is it the voice of the world?
Is it the voice of Jesus?
Is it the temptation of Satan?
Is it the voice of desire, fear, and lies?
In verse 44, Jesus speaks about the devil. He says that the devil was a murderer from the beginning. There is no truth in him. He is a liar and the father of lies.
In Genesis 3, the devil lied to Eve. He said, “When you eat from it, your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God.” He made her doubt the word of God. In the end, he led her into disobedience. And because of that, death came.
The devil still works in the same way today.
He lies to us and says, “It is okay to live without God.”
He says, “Sin is not a big problem.”
He says, “You can repent later.”
He says, “Living according to your desires is freedom.”
He says, “Prayer and the word of God are burdensome.”
He says, “Obeying God will make you lose something.”
But all of this is meant to kill us. It is a scheme to make us slaves, to drag us through suffering, and finally to lead us to hell. What the devil wants is to stop the life of God from appearing in us. He wants to spiritually choke us and kill us.
That is why we must be careful.
Every day, we hear many voices. The voice of the world, the voice of the media, the demands of people, the desires inside us, fear, anxiety, and the voice of our wounds shake our hearts.
But children of God must hear the voice of God louder than all those other voices.
When you hear the word of God, does your heart feel convicted?
Then that is grace.
When you stand before the word, do you see your sin?
Then God is calling you.
When you hear the word, does a desire to obey again rise in your heart?
That is the response of a person who belongs to God.
At that moment, we must repent and respond.
3. Those who keep the word of Jesus enjoy eternal life
When Jesus pointed out their sin, the Jews became angry. They said to Jesus, “You are a Samaritan and demon-possessed.”
To call someone a Samaritan was a word of contempt among the Jews at that time. To say that Jesus was demon-possessed was a serious personal attack against Him.
But Jesus was not shaken by their insults. In verse 49, He says:
“I am not possessed by a demon, but I honor my Father and you dishonor me.”
Jesus was not moved by people’s opinions. Why? Because Jesus was honoring God the Father. He knew that God would judge rightly, and that God would glorify Him.
In verse 50, Jesus also says:
“I am not seeking glory for myself; but there is one who seeks it, and he is the judge.”
This word is also a comfort to us. When we try to honor God and live for Him, sometimes we may be misunderstood. Sometimes we may be ignored. But we do not need to be discouraged.
God sees us.
God judges rightly.
God surely remembers.
When we pray for someone, when we carry VIPs in our hearts and serve them with tears, when we serve in unseen places, even if people do not know, God knows. That is why we must live by looking at God’s eyes, not people’s approval.
Then in verse 51, Jesus gives an amazing promise:
“Very truly I tell you, whoever obeys my word will never see death.”
Here, to “keep my word” means to keep the word in our hearts, make the word the standard of our lives, and live in obedience to that word. It does not mean that we simply hear a sermon and feel moved for a short time. It means that we treasure the word like a precious treasure and continue to remain in the word. It means making the word the standard of our lives.
In John 14:15, Jesus said:
“If you love me, keep my commands.”
And in John 14:23, He also said:
“Anyone who loves me will obey my teaching.”
In the end, keeping the word is not forced obedience in a legalistic way. We obey because we love Jesus.
When we love Jesus, everything becomes easier. When we love Him, the words He speaks become precious to us. Because they are the words of the Creator, the eternal God who is greater than all things, we obey the words of Jesus with joy.
When Jesus says, “He will never see death,” this does not mean that we will never experience physical death. It means that we will not experience eternal separation from God, spiritual death, and eternal judgment.
Those who believe in and keep the word of Jesus have already entered life and eternal life. For them, physical death is not the end. Those who are in Jesus will live even though they die. And those who live and believe in Him will never die. Why? Because Jesus is life.
Dear brothers and sisters, the life of keeping the word is not a heavy burden. It is the way of true life. It is the way of true joy.
When we hold on to the word, we are not dragged into darkness.
When we hold on to the word, we are set free from the voice of lies.
When we hold on to the word, we are freed from slavery to sin.
When we hold on to the word, life, peace, and joy are restored in us.
Getting up in the morning, eating the word, meditating on the word, and holding on to the word may look small. It may not seem very important. But no, it is important. When we eat the word as spiritual food and decide to obey that word, the whole day changes. We experience small victories. Darkness leaves. Addictions are broken. We experience true freedom.
Then the word begins to look like treasure. Then we begin to have time to pray for VIPs. We begin to have time to pray for our cell group members. Many times, when our priority is not fellowship with God, we lose time and think we have no time. But that is not true.
When we start the day by listening to the word, spiritual energy comes into our lives. Spiritual order comes into our lives. We begin to have room to fellowship with God. Then our faith grows naturally.
4. Jesus is the eternal God who existed before Abraham
The Jews did not understand the words of Jesus. So in verse 52, they said again:
“Now we know that you are demon-possessed! Abraham died and so did the prophets, yet you say that whoever obeys your word will never taste death.”
They understood Jesus’ words only from the viewpoint of physical death. So they asked, “Abraham died, and the prophets also died. Who are you to say such a thing?”
They also asked:
“Are you greater than our father Abraham?”
Their question was a sarcastic question. But in fact, Jesus was saying that He is greater than Abraham. Jesus is not just a human teacher. He is the Son of God and the eternal God.
In verse 56, Jesus says:
“Your father Abraham rejoiced at the thought of seeing my day; he saw it and was glad.”
Abraham looked forward to the day of Jesus and rejoiced. He saw by faith that God’s promise would be fulfilled in Christ. He saw it from far away, but he welcomed it by faith.
But the Jews rejected the Messiah whom Abraham had been waiting for, even though He was standing right in front of them.
The Jews said again:
“You are not yet fifty years old, and you have seen Abraham!”
Then Jesus gives a decisive word in verse 58:
“Very truly I tell you, before Abraham was born, I am!”
This word declares the divinity of Jesus. Jesus did not say, “Before Abraham was born, I existed.” He said, “I am.”
This reminds us of Exodus 3:14, where God said to Moses, “I AM WHO I AM.” Jesus is not merely someone who existed a long time ago. Jesus is the eternal One. Jesus is the One who existed before Abraham. Jesus is God who is beyond time and history. Jesus is “I AM,” the self-existing God.
In the Gospel of John, Jesus continually reveals who He is.
“I am the bread of life.”
“I am the light of the world.”
“I am the good shepherd.”
“I am the resurrection and the life.”
“I am the way and the truth and the life.”
In today’s passage also, Jesus reveals that He is the eternal God.
Therefore, to listen to the words of Jesus is to listen to the words of God. To reject Jesus is to reject the eternal Creator God. To believe in Jesus and follow Him is the way to enter eternal life.
Today, we must also examine ourselves before this word.
Conclusion: Whose voice am I listening to today?
Dear brothers and sisters, today’s message asks us a very clear question.
Whose child am I?
To whom do I belong?
Whose voice am I listening to as I live?
The Jews said that they were children of Abraham. They said that God was their Father. But in reality, they did not love Jesus, whom God had sent. They did not listen to the word of Jesus. They rejected Jesus.
This is a frightening thing.
The confession of our lips and the reality of our lives can be different. We may have an outward religious appearance, but our hearts may be far from God. We may say that we know God, but still not obey the word of God.
We call Jesus Lord, but many times, our own thoughts are actually the master. We worship God, but many times, we make decisions according to the standards of the world. We hear the word, but deep in our hearts, we often respond more strongly to the voices of desire, fear, and anxiety.
Therefore, today we must honestly ask ourselves:
Whose words move my heart most quickly?
Whose voice are my ears most open to?
Is my life really following the word of Jesus?
Am I becoming more like God my Father?
Brothers and sisters, this week, let us not be pulled by the voices of the world.
The devil will continue to whisper to us:
“You can live however you want.”
“You are okay without the word.”
“You do not need to pray.”
“You do not need to obey.”
But we must listen to the voice of Jesus.
We must hold on to the word.
We must open our hearts before that word.
And let us obey even one small thing.
When we obey, we come to know that the word is truly the truth. Then the darkness and disorder inside us leave, and we enjoy the true life of the Lord.
As we live this way this week, let us share in Mokjang what we heard, enjoyed, and obeyed from the word of God.
Our hagah word is verse 51:
“I tell you the truth, if anyone keeps my word, he will never see (taste) death.”
Amen.

