Jesus Opened the Eyes of the Born Blind Man
John 9:1–12
Last week, we learned that those who listen to and obey the voice of Jesus will never taste death. And Jesus is the eternal “I am who I am.” He is the self-existing God.
In today’s passage, Jesus opens the eyes of a man who was blind from birth.
In the Gospel of John, miracles are not just amazing events. They are signs. They really happened, but through these signs, Jesus shows us who He is.
By opening the eyes of a man who could not see at all, Jesus shows that He is the Creator God who came into the world as the light.
We may not have been born blind like this man. But we also have many things that make our lives dark. Some people suffer because of family pain. Some suffer because of problems in the family business. Some suffer because of separation or death. Some suffer because of visa problems or difficulties at work. Some suffer because of parents. Some suffer because of their children’s pain and disappointment. Because of these things, people live with dark thoughts in their hearts.
And we often think like this:
“If only this problem is solved, I will be happy.”
But in John chapter 9, this man’s physical eyes were opened, but all his problems did not disappear. After his eyes were opened, people doubted him. Religious leaders pressured him and attacked him. But finally, he met Jesus Christ. He believed in Jesus. He worshiped Him. Through this, he received true life and true light.
We also have pain in our lives. So we often want only our problems to be solved. But God wants us to know who Jesus is through many difficulties and through our suffering. Also, even in the middle of our suffering, God wants us to see that He is still sovereignly doing His work in our lives.
Let us look at today’s passage carefully.

1. In the Time of Suffering, God Reveals What He Wants to Do
Look at verse 1.
“As he went along, he saw a man blind from birth.”
Jesus was walking after leaving the temple. In the previous chapter, John chapter 8, Jesus revealed that He existed before Abraham. He showed that He is God. Because of this, the Jews picked up stones to kill Him. In that dangerous situation, Jesus left the temple.
If we were in that situation, we would probably hurry away. We would want to escape quickly. But Jesus saw one man sitting by the road. He was a man blind from birth. Verse 8 shows that he was sitting there and begging.
People probably saw him only as a poor beggar. Some people may have judged him and thought his blindness was the result of sin. Some people may have just thrown one coin to him and passed by. At that time, many Jewish people believed that serious sickness or disability was the result of sin.
But Jesus did not just pass by him. Jesus saw him. This means Jesus looked at him with love, concern, and compassion.
But what did the disciples see?
Look at verse 2.
“Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?”
The disciples were interested in the cause of his suffering.
“Whose sin caused this?”
“Was it his own sin?”
“Was it his parents’ sin?”
When people see suffering, they often want to know the reason. They want to know who did something wrong. They want to ask, “Why did this happen?”
At the time of Jesus, some Jewish rabbis even said that a baby could sin while still in the mother’s womb. They used this kind of idea to explain why some children were born with disabilities.
We are not very different. In Korean culture, because of Buddhist ideas of karma and traditional shamanism beliefs, people often think like this when bad things happen in a family:
“What sin did they commit in a previous life?”
“What kind of punishment is this?”
Even Christians think only like this when suffering comes:
“Maybe this happened because I sinned.”
Of course, all human beings are sinners. No one is righteous before God. That is why Jesus came to die for our sins. But in this passage, Jesus does not explain this man’s suffering in that simple way.
Jesus says in verse 3:
“Neither this man nor his parents sinned, but this happened so that the works of God might be displayed in him.”
This is very important.
Jesus changes the question.
The disciples asked, “Whose fault is this?”
But Jesus points to another question: “What is God doing?”
When we suffer, we often ask:
“Why did this happen to me?”
“Who did wrong?”
“When will this suffering end?”
But Jesus helps us ask another question:
“What does God want to do in this suffering?”
Joseph was not sold as a slave to Egypt because he committed many sins. Joseph did not understand everything when he was sold. He also went to prison unfairly. But through that suffering, God made Joseph a leader in Egypt. God used him to save many people during the famine.
Later, Joseph said to his brothers:
“You intended to harm me, but God intended it for good to accomplish what is now being done, the saving of many lives.”
— Genesis 50:20
God used Joseph’s suffering to save many lives.
Job was the same. Job lived a righteous life, but he suffered greatly. He lost his possessions. He lost his children. His whole body was covered with painful sores. His wife told him to curse God and die. His friends came to him, but instead of comforting him, they accused him. They said, “Maybe you sinned. That is why this happened.”
But Job confessed this in the middle of suffering:
“He knows the way that I take; when he has tested me, I will come forth as pure gold.”
— Job 23:10
Job hoped that through suffering he would become like pure gold. God uses suffering to make us more like Jesus. We resemble Jesus more in the hard times.
And at the end, Job confessed:
“My ears had heard of you, but now my eyes have seen you.”
— Job 42:5
For Job, the greatest blessing of suffering was this: he met God more deeply. Before, he had heard about God. But through suffering, he experienced God as if he saw Him with his own eyes.
Dear brothers and sisters, we also have painful things in our lives. We have problems that are not yet solved. We have family pain. We have problems with parents or children. We have health problems. We have wounds in our hearts. We have financial difficulties. We have loneliness and fear.
But we do not need to fall into despair because of these things. Why? Because God is still working in our suffering. God reveals His work through our suffering. God will surely accomplish His good purpose in us.
So in suffering, let us pray like this:
“Lord, help me to see what You want to do in this suffering.”
“Lord, through this time, refine me like pure gold.”
“Lord, help me to meet You deeply, as if I see You with my eyes.”
2. Jesus Came as the Light of the World
Look at verses 4–5.
“As long as it is day, we must do the works of him who sent me. Night is coming, when no one can work. While I am in the world, I am the light of the world.”
Here, “day” means the time of Jesus’ public ministry. During the time given to Him, Jesus did the work of the Father who sent Him.
But Jesus says something very important.
He says:
“We must do the works of him who sent me.”
Jesus did not only say, “I must do the work.” He said, “We must do the work.” This means that the work of God is not only for Jesus. It is also given to the disciples who follow Jesus. It is also given to us today.
Then what is the work of God?
In John 6:29, Jesus says:
“The work of God is this: to believe in the one he has sent.”
The work of God is to believe in Jesus, whom God sent. It is to know who Jesus is. It is to have fellowship with Jesus. It is to remain in Jesus and live with him. It is to obey Jesus.
Also, John 17:3 explains eternal life like this:
“Now this is eternal life: that they know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom you have sent.”
Eternal life is not only going to heaven after death. Eternal life is knowing the true God and Jesus Christ now. It is having a close relationship with Him. It is walking with Him every day and living together with Him.
Then we naturally take part in the Lord’s work of saving souls and making disciples.
Our time is limited. Jesus said:
“Night is coming, when no one can work.”
When night comes, no one can work. Our life is the same. When death comes, we no longer have the opportunity to do the work God has given us on this earth.
Therefore, while we are alive, we must have close fellowship with God. We must do the mission God has given us. We must believe in Jesus. We must know Jesus. We must follow Jesus. We must live as witnesses of His light.
But when difficult things happen, we often focus only on the problem itself.
“Why did this happen to me?”
“When will it end?”
Of course, these thoughts naturally come to us. But the more important question is this:
“What does God want to do in me through this?”
“How does God want me to meet Jesus more deeply through this suffering?”
Jesus says:
“While I am in the world, I am the light of the world.”
Only Jesus could open the physical eyes of this blind man. But Jesus did not open only his physical eyes. Jesus also opened his spiritual eyes, so that he could know who Jesus is. Jesus helped him believe in Him. In verse 38, this man believed in Jesus and worshipped Him.
Why? Because Jesus came as the light of the world.
John chapter 1 introduces Jesus as the light of life shining in the darkness. In John 8:12, Jesus also said:
“I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.”
Jesus is not one light among many lights. Jesus is the only true light.
There are people in the world who shine for a short time. There are great moral teachers. There are thinkers who influenced human history. There were also prophets. But they were not the true light. Only Jesus is our true light.
That is why Jesus can drive out every power of darkness in us. When we listen to the voice of Jesus and follow Him, we won’t live in darkness, but receive the light of life. We live a life of true joy and true happiness.
After Jesus declared that He is the light of the world, He spit on the ground. He made mud with the saliva. Then He put the mud on the man’s eyes.
And Jesus said:
“Go, wash in the Pool of Siloam.”
Siloam means “sent.”
The man who was sent went to Siloam and washed. Then his eyes were opened, and he could see.
We do not fully know why Jesus spat on the ground and made mud. Maybe this was uncomfortable and shameful for the blind man. He could not see. He had to walk with a stick. And now there was mud on his eyes. People may have thought he looked strange. He himself may have felt embarrassed.
But he obeyed.
He went to Siloam just as Jesus told him. When he washed, he was able to see.
We do not obey God because we understand everything. We do not obey only when everything makes sense. We obey because God is almighty. We obey because He is the Creator. And when we obey, we experience God.
Naaman was similar. He had leprosy and went to Elisha. Elisha told him to go and wash seven times in the Jordan River.
At first, Naaman was angry. He thought:
“Are not the rivers of Damascus better than all the waters of Israel?”
But his servants encouraged him to obey. When he went down and washed himself seven times in the Jordan River, his flesh became clean like the flesh of a young child. Then he confessed that there is no God in all the world except the God of Israel.
Dear brothers and sisters, obedience is not only for those who understand everything. Obedience is for those who trust God. Even when we do not understand everything, we obey because Jesus has spoken. Then we experience Jesus, who is the light.
When the blind man received sight, people asked:
“Is this not the same man who used to sit and beg?”
Some said, “Yes, he is.”
Others said, “No, he only looks like him.”
But he clearly said:
“I am the man.”
Then people asked him again:
“How then were your eyes opened?”
He answered:
“The man they call Jesus made some mud and put it on my eyes. He told me to go to Siloam and wash. So I went and washed, and then I could see.”
His testimony was simple. But it was clear.
He did not lift himself up. He did not say, “I had great faith, so my eyes were opened.” He did not boast, “I obeyed very well, so this miracle happened.”
He simply testified to what Jesus had done.
“Jesus put mud on my eyes. He told me to go to Siloam and wash. I went and washed, and now I can see.”
This is true testimony. True testimony is not boasting about ourselves. True testimony is telling what Jesus has done.
It is saying:
“Jesus came to me in my darkness.”
“Jesus saw me.”
“Jesus spoke to me.”
“Jesus opened my eyes.”
Conclusion
God does amazing work in our suffering. Let us believe this. Let us look to God with thanksgiving and expectation.
The life of the man who was blind from birth looked like an unhappy destiny in people’s eyes. But Jesus revealed the work of God through him. Jesus opened his physical eyes. More than that, Jesus helped him know who Jesus is.
We also have problems. But even now, at this very moment, Jesus is looking at each one of us with eyes of love.
And He says:
“Even in this suffering, the work of God will be revealed.”
And Jesus also said:
“I am the light of the world.”
“Whoever follows me will not walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.”
Therefore, we must listen to the voice of Jesus more than what we see around us. We must obey Him and follow Him.
Then darkness and regret will not control us. Instead, we will experience the light of life. We will experience the true joy and thanksgiving that Jesus gives.
So we must not despair in suffering.
When dark and sinful thoughts come into our minds, we must not let them rule over us. Instead, we must go to Jesus through hagadah, meditating on and speaking the Word of God.
At that time, we come to know Jesus and have fellowship with Him. Fellowship means opening our hearts and speaking honestly to Jesus. We meditate on the Bible. We do hagadah with the Word. We obey the voice of the Lord when gives us conviction. And we walk with Jesus.
This week, let us live a life that follows the Lord, who is the light. Let us listen to His Word and obey.
Then the darkness inside us will lose its power.
Let us share this in our mokjang.
We cannot experience the light of Jesus if we stay buried in our own thoughts, our own stubbornness, and our own little world. Darkness leaves when we open our hearts before Jesus, share honestly in mokjang, bring things into the light, and pray together.
I also had a time when life was so hard that I wanted to leave this world quickly and go to heaven.
But through those difficult times, God worked in me. I came to understand weak people more from their point of view. God has been answering my prayers. I came to believe that God is doing His work in me. I also learned that I will see fruit in God’s best timing.
We must not live in darkness because of the darkness, thorns, and suffering in our lives.
The light of Jesus is stronger than any darkness. His light works as the light of life. Let us believe this and live with expectation.
In our families, in our children, in our church, and in the VIPs we are praying for, the work of God will surely be revealed.
Let us live with this hope.
Every day, let us receive the Sunday message and daily bread. Let us do hagadah Let us listen to the voice of Jesus, who is the light of life. Let us follow Him. Then we won’t walk in darkness.
God is working even now in the middle of my suffering.
Amen.

