Who Truly Sees?
John 9:13–41
Introduction: The Man Whose Eyes Were Opened and the People Who Closed Their Eyes
Last week, we looked at how Jesus healed a man who had been blind from birth. The disciples asked whose sin had caused him to be born blind. But Jesus did not simply explain his suffering as the result of sin. Jesus said that this happened so that the work of God might be shown in his life.
Today’s passage tells us what happened after the miracle. A man who had never been able to see could now see. Everyone should have celebrated with him. But instead, the people took him to the Pharisees. Rather than being congratulated, the healed man was questioned again and again. The Pharisees believed that they knew God better than anyone else, but they could not recognise Jesus. By contrast, the man who had been physically blind came to see Jesus more and more clearly. At last, he confessed, “Lord, I believe,” and worshipped Jesus.
Through today’s Word, let us honestly examine what we can see and what we cannot see. What do we need in order to become people who truly see?
1. When We Put Our Own Standards Before God’s Work, We Cannot See (vv. 13–17, 24)
The people brought the man whose eyes had been opened to the Pharisees. But the Pharisees found what they thought was a problem. Jesus had made mud and opened the man’s eyes on the Sabbath. The Pharisees paid more attention to the fact that Jesus had broken their Sabbath rules than to the wonderful fact that a blind man had been set free from a lifetime of darkness. So they judged, “This man is not from God, because he does not keep the Sabbath.” Even when they saw this amazing work of God’s grace, they did not rejoice. Because Jesus did not fit their interpretation of the Sabbath and their religious standards, they condemned him as a sinner. Their interpretation showed spiritual blindness because they did not understand the true heart of the Sabbath.
The Sabbath was originally God’s gracious gift to human beings. It was not given to oppress and condemn people. It was given so that people could rest in God and have their lives restored. In Matthew 12, Jesus and his disciples were walking through the grainfields on the Sabbath. The disciples were very hungry, so they picked some heads of grain, rubbed them in their hands, and ate them. The Pharisees did not care about their hunger or difficult situation. They only accused them of breaking the Sabbath rules. Jesus then reminded them about David. When David was hungry and running away from Saul, he entered God’s house and ate the consecrated bread, which normally only the priests were allowed to eat. God did not simply condemn this act as rule-breaking when a hungry person’s life was in danger. Through this story, Jesus taught that the law was not given to oppress or destroy people. It was given to save, protect, and give life to people.
Jesus continued, “I desire mercy, not sacrifice.” God values a heart that has compassion and love for people more than formal religious actions. The Pharisees did not understand the mercy and love of God that were at the heart of the law.
We can fall into the same danger. The standards that I believe are right can become more important to me than what God is doing. God may work through a person I did not expect, or he may work in someone’s life in a way that is unfamiliar to me. Because it is different from my standards and experience, I may ask, “Why are they doing it that way?” Then I may fail to see what God has done.
Therefore, we should ask ourselves: Am I a person who sees God’s work and rejoices, or do I first check whether it agrees with my standards and my past religious experience? In our church and Mokjang small groups, when God’s Word changes a shepherd, a member, or a VIP, and that person comes to the Mokjang and moves closer to Jesus, we should sincerely rejoice and give thanks. God’s work is always greater than our own framework. A person whose spiritual eyes are open sees God’s life-giving work before judging it by personal standards, and gives thanks to God.
2. Spiritual Pride Keeps Us from Seeing Our Sin and Our Need for Grace (vv. 18–34, 39–41)
The Pharisees did not want to accept the miracle, so they called the man’s parents and questioned them. Then they called the man again and pressured him. They said, “We know that this man is a sinner.” They believed that Jesus was a sinner because he had healed on the Sabbath. Clear evidence of God’s work stood before their eyes, and the man himself gave a living testimony, but they still refused to change their minds. This shows us how dangerous legalism can be. In Mark 3:4, Jesus asked them, “Which is lawful on the Sabbath: to do good or to do evil, to save life or to kill?” The Pharisees claimed to keep the Sabbath rules, but on the Sabbath they condemned the man whom Jesus had healed, and they also condemned Jesus. Jesus showed that the true meaning of the Sabbath is not to oppress people, but to save life and show mercy.
Furthermore, when the man whose eyes had been opened testified that Jesus had come from God, they insulted him: “You were born completely in sin, and are you trying to teach us?” They condemned him as though his blindness from birth had been caused by his own sin. They rejected not only his testimony but also his dignity as a person.
In verses 39–41, Jesus explained the spiritual meaning of this event. He said that he had come so that those who do not see may see, and those who claim to see may become blind. The Pharisees asked, “Are we blind too?” Jesus answered that if they admitted that they were blind, they would not be guilty in the same way. But because they said, “We see,” their sin remained. Jesus was rebuking their pride. They would not admit their true spiritual condition, but continued to claim, “I can see.”
One of the most spiritually dangerous conditions is to be unable to see our own sin while thinking that everything is fine. Our fellowship with God may have grown cold. We may have moved away from prayer and the Word, and our love may have become weak. Yet we may still say, “I am doing well enough.” When our work is going well and our life is stable, we may wrongly assume that our spiritual life must also be healthy. But worldly success does not guarantee closeness with God. In fact, success, recognition, and possessions can capture our hearts and cover our spiritual eyes.
When the Holy Spirit opens our eyes, we first see not the problems of other people but our own sin. We see the pride, selfishness, desire for recognition, judgemental attitude, and love for other things more than God within us. This is grace. A person who truly sees their sin does not remain in despair but seeks God’s grace. Seeing our sin and asking for grace belong together. Such a person holds on to the Lord and sincerely confesses, “Lord, I cannot live today without your grace.” Therefore, we should pray every day: “Lord, help me to see the condition of my soul. Help me to see the motives of my heart and my hidden pride. Do not let me wrongly think that I can already see. Whenever I receive the daily spiritual food, whenever I meditate on and repeat your Word, and whenever I hear the Sunday sermon, please open my eyes.” A person who sees their own sin becomes more merciful toward others and depends more deeply on God’s grace.
3. Those Who Experience Grace Testify Boldly, and Their Faith Grows (vv. 17, 25, 30–33)
The Pharisees pressured the healed man to agree that Jesus was a sinner. But he gave a very simple and powerful answer: “Whether he is a sinner or not, I do not know. One thing I do know: I was blind, but now I see.” There were still many things he did not know about Jesus. But one act of grace that Jesus had done for him was completely clear. A testimony is sharing one clear thing that the Lord has done for me.
This man’s faith also grew as he went through the questioning. At first, he called Jesus “the man they call Jesus” (v. 11). Next, he said that Jesus was “a prophet” (v. 17). Then he testified that Jesus was “from God” (v. 33). Finally, in verse 38, he called Jesus “Lord” and worshipped him. The questions and opposition of the people caused him to think more deeply about who Jesus was. With Jesus’ help, he finally confessed that Jesus was the Lord, the Son of Man, and the Messiah. The Pharisees also asked the healed man many questions, but they were only looking for an excuse to reject Jesus.
In our daily lives, we also need to share “one thing” that the Lord has done. In your Mokjang, share one specific grace that God has given you. Even a small testimony can strengthen your faith and encourage the members of your Mokjang. Perhaps you prayed or meditated on and repeated the Word before going to sleep, and you felt that the day ended with joy. Perhaps you began to want to pray and meditate on the Word more often. Perhaps one person kept coming to your mind, so you prayed for that person again and again, and then peace came into your heart. Perhaps you usually lost much time to media every day, but during the time when you normally used media, you read the Bible and prayed, and your desire for media became weaker. Even these small testimonies show what Jesus is doing in our lives. When we reveal and honour the grace of Jesus in this way, the Holy Spirit is also pleased. Our Mokjang meetings become more alive and full. Most of all, the faith of the person who shares the testimony grows stronger.
4. Jesus Came to Find the Man Who Had Been Thrown Out (vv. 35–38)
The man whose eyes had been opened was thrown out of the community because he testified about the grace of Jesus. At that time, being put out of the synagogue did not simply mean losing one place of worship. It could mean being excluded from the religious, social, and economic community. Even his livelihood could be threatened. He was rejected by people because he told the truth.
But when Jesus heard that they had thrown the man out, Jesus went and “found” him (v. 35). The man did not first go looking for Jesus. Jesus came looking for him. When people pushed him away, Jesus came close to him. When the world closed a door, Jesus opened a door to deeper faith.
Jesus asked him, “Do you believe in the Son of Man?” The man replied, “Who is he, Lord? Tell me, so that I may believe in him.” Jesus revealed himself and said, “You have now seen him. In fact, he is the one speaking with you.” Then the man confessed, “Lord, I believe,” and worshipped Jesus. Jesus did not only open his physical eyes. He also opened his spiritual eyes so that he could see Jesus as his Saviour and Lord.
This man’s faith led him to worship. True faith does not end with knowing information about Jesus. It leads us to honour Jesus as the most precious One, entrust ourselves to him, obey his Word, and worship him. When we truly understand who Jesus is, we cannot help but worship him. When we worship God fully, we do not need to fear the world. Worship happens in daily life when we recognise that God is present in our private room, at school, and at work, and when we live before him there. Depending on God, asking him, listening to him, and obeying him in daily life are acts of worship. On the other hand, when success, work, children, recognition, or the pleasure of media takes the central place in our hearts instead of God, these things begin to control us. Then it is easy to live as spiritually blind people. When our hearts are captured by these things, we become proud when they go well, and we easily collapse when they do not go as we hoped. We are happy when our children do well, but if they do not meet our expectations, our whole life may be shaken. These things are precious, but they cannot be our Lord. Worship does not simply mean the outward action of bowing down before someone or something. In today’s language, worship happens when our hearts are captured by the belief, “If I only have this, I will be happy,” or “If this one thing goes well, my life will be satisfying.” It may be money, success, recognition, health, family, children, or another person.
When something other than God takes the most important place in our life and begins to control our heart, it becomes an idol and an object of worship. Then our spiritual sight becomes unclear, and we cannot see God rightly. Our hearts are easily taken by these things, and we begin to live according to what we want and what other people think, rather than according to God’s will. True worship means recognising that God alone is my greatest joy, my hope, and the Lord of my life, and giving him the centre of my heart.
The man whose eyes had been opened was thrown out of the synagogue because he testified to the truth, but Jesus came and found him. In order to make us people who are accepted by God, Jesus himself was pushed outside the city gate at the cross. There he took upon himself the rejection and the darkness of judgement that we deserved.
On the cross, Jesus cried out, “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?” This cry did not come only from physical pain. Jesus took our place and suffered the judgement and the pain of being cut off from God that our sins deserved. He carried all our pride, selfishness, idolatry, hidden sins, and repeated disobedience, and he was nailed to the cross. Because Jesus entered the darkness in our place, we can come into the light. Because Jesus suffered rejection in our place, we can be accepted as God’s children.
Therefore, the gospel declares that sin, addiction, and despair can no longer be our master, our identity, or our final destiny. Sin may still tempt us, but it no longer has the right to rule over us (Romans 6:14). Instead, in Jesus, we reign in life. Despair may deceive and shake us for a time, but it cannot finally destroy us. Even when we fall, we can rise again. We can overcome the darkness and walk in the light.
The risen Jesus sent the Holy Spirit to confirm that this salvation truly belongs to us. The Holy Spirit is God’s seal showing that we belong to him, and he is the guarantee of the salvation that will one day be completed (Ephesians 1:13–14). The Holy Spirit opens our spiritual eyes so that we can see the grace of the cross. He enables us to confess that Jesus is Lord, to recognise our sin, and to repent. He also gives us strength to reject darkness and live in the light. When I lay down my own way, recognise the Holy Spirit who lives in me, and ask for his help, he leads me. He helps me reject thoughts and desires in my mind that do not come from God. When dark thoughts enter, let us confess our faith. Let us pray and speak the Word aloud so that God’s Word may rule our hearts. Let us meditate on and repeat the Word.
The man who was rejected by people finally received the most precious One—Jesus. He became a person who enjoyed the kingdom of God. This is the true freedom of the gospel and the true satisfaction of a worshipper. “If God is for us, who can be against us? He did not spare his own Son but gave him up for us all. How will he not also, together with him, graciously give us all things?” (Romans 8:31–32)
Conclusion and Application
Today, we also want to come before the Lord with the confession of the man whose eyes were opened: “Lord, I believe.” May this not be only a confession with our lips, but a confession that gives the centre of our lives to Jesus. Lord, do not let me wrongly think that I already see. Please open my eyes more. Help me to see my sin, to see the grace of the cross, and to see the work that you are doing among us, in our church, and in our Mokjang. Help me to give thanks and join in God’s works. In every situation, help me to treasure Jesus above everything else, worship him, and follow him.
Specific Applications
1. A Daily Prayer: In the morning or after meditating on the Word, pray specifically, “Lord, open my eyes today. Help me to see my sin, your grace, and the work you are doing.”
2. One Act of Repentance: This week, instead of focusing on another person’s weakness, write down one repeated sin in your own heart—such as pride, judgement, self-centredness, the desire for recognition, or an idol—and repent specifically before God.
3. One Testimony: In your Mokjang, share one recent grace that Jesus has given you.
4. One Act of Obedience: Choose one act of obedience that you already know from God’s Word but have continued to delay, and actually do it. Practise one specific act of forgiveness, contacting someone, serving, praying, or restoring worship.
5. Examine the Centre of Your Worship: Among success, work, children, recognition, and pleasure, examine what is controlling your emotions and choices too strongly. Lay it down before the Lord. Let us keep examining our hearts and turning back so that Jesus alone may be the true object of our worship. Let us confess, “Jesus alone is enough.”




	
