Jesus, the Resurrection and the Life, Who Defeats the Power of Death
John 11:17–44
Key Verse: “I am the resurrection and the life… Do you believe this?”
Introduction: Jesus Breaks the Power of Death
People today seek many things in life. They seek success, degrees, money, honour, health, and fun.  This does not mean that these things are unnecessary. However, when a serious illness or death comes, the things we trusted can fall apart in a moment. Death is the most fearful enemy, and no person can defeat it by human strength or wisdom. Through today’s passage, we want to learn about Jesus, who breaks the power of death and gives us life.
Last week, we saw that Jesus was staying on the other side of the Jordan River. Martha and Mary sent word that Lazarus, whom Jesus loved, was sick. Their message was an urgent request: They expected Jesus to come quickly and save Lazarus. However, after hearing the news, Jesus stayed where he was for two more days. He began his journey to Bethany only after Lazarus had died. To human eyes, Jesus seemed to be too late. But Jesus was not late. He moved according to God’s time in order to reveal God’s greater glory.
1. Believe in Jesus, the Resurrection and the Life, Even in Despair (vv. 17–27)
When Jesus arrived in Bethany, Lazarus had already been in the tomb for four days. At that time, Jewish people buried a person on the day of death. Therefore, the fact that Lazarus had been in the tomb for four days meant that, from a human point of view, no hope remained.
Verses 18 and 19 tell us that Bethany was less than about 3.2 kilometres from Jerusalem. Therefore, many Jewish people came to comfort Martha and Mary. The family may have been well known in the local community, or many mourners may have come because Bethany was close to Jerusalem.
When Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she immediately went out to meet him. But Mary stayed at home. Martha said to Jesus 
“Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died.”  John 11:21
These words show Martha’s faith in Jesus. She believed that Jesus could have healed Lazarus if he had been there. But her words also contained disappointment and blame: “Lord, you came too late.” Later, Mary said the same thing. We may also look back at something that has already happened and feel disappointed with God. We may ask, “God, why did you not answer my prayer? Lord, if you love me, why did this happen to me?” We can become trapped in thoughts about the past: “If only the Lord had been there at that time.”
Many people came to comfort Martha and Mary. However, human comfort has clear limits. People can say, “You may feel a little better with time,” or, “I know how painful this is.” But human words cannot solve the problem of death. They cannot completely remove the emptiness and sadness caused by the loss of someone they love. Human comfort is important, but in the face of death, we need the Lord of life, whose comfort is greater than human comfort.
In verse 24, Martha said that she believed Lazarus would rise again at the resurrection on the last day. In verse 27, she made a wonderful confession: “I believe that you are the Christ, the Son of God, who was to come into the world.” She believed in the resurrection on the last day, but she did not fully believe in the power of Jesus, who was standing with her in her present sorrow.
Some Christians today may have this kind of faith. They believe that God created heaven and earth. They believe that Jesus carried our sins on the cross. They also believe that the dead will rise on the last day. Yet they may not truly trust Jesus, who is with them now and works in the middle of their pain and despair. They may know much about the Bible in their minds, but their faith does not give them power to overcome today’s fear and sadness. Their faith stays only in past events and in a distant future hope, while they miss the Lord who is with them now. So Jesus told her who he is.
“I am the resurrection and the life. The one who believes in me will live, even though that person dies. Whoever lives and believes in me will never truly die. Do you believe this?”  John 11:25–26
Jesus declared in the present tense, “I am the resurrection and the life.” Martha’s heart was controlled by Lazarus’s death and by the tomb that had been closed for four days. But Jesus was saying, “Do not look only at the tomb. Look at me, standing before you now. I am the resurrection and the life.”
Jesus asked, “I am the resurrection and the life. Do you believe this?” When we face suffering and death, the most important question is whether we believe in Jesus, who is with us now. Today the Lord asks us the same question: “I am the resurrection and the life. Do you believe this?”
Jesus died on the cross for our sins and rose again on the third day. First Thessalonians 5:10 says that Jesus died for us so that, whether we are awake or asleep, we may live together with him. The cross and resurrection of Jesus are not only about going to heaven after we die. They also mean that the risen Jesus lives with us now.
In John 14:18–20, Jesus promised that he would not leave his disciples like orphans but would come to them again. The risen Jesus lives in us through the Holy Spirit. We are in Christ, and Christ is in us. In Matthew 28:20, Jesus promised to be with us always, to the very end of the age. Jesus, the resurrection and the life, is with us now in our homes, workplaces, hospital rooms, and places of tears.
Jesus, the source of life, lives in us. Martha knew well about the resurrection that would happen at the end of time. However, she did not fully hold on to Jesus, the resurrection and the life, who was standing before her at that moment.
The presence of the risen Lord does not mean that all our problems will be solved immediately, at the time and in the way that we want. People who believe in Jesus can still become sick, lose someone they love, and experience death in this world. However, because Jesus is our life, fear and despair cannot rule us in the end. Death is not the end. We can live with courage during suffering, give thanks even through tears, and have hope even when we face death.
The French philosopher Jean-Paul Sartre was a world-famous leader of existentialist philosophy. He also refused the Nobel Prize in Literature in 1964. He deeply studied human freedom and existence, but even great philosophy and fame could not defeat death itself. In 1980, after a long illness, he died while struggling in great pain. He suffered and was miserable because he had no true home to which he could return.
In contrast, the German theologian Dietrich Bonhoeffer was imprisoned because he resisted Hitler’s government. On the day of his execution, a prison guard knocked on his door. Bonhoeffer knew that his final moment had come. He said goodbye to the other prisoners: “Death has come to me. But this is not the end; it is the beginning. Goodbye until we meet in the house of God our Father, which the Lord has prepared for me.” His farewell was full of joy and thankfulness because Bonhoeffer had a heavenly home to which he could return.
Stephen was the same. Even while he was being stoned to death, he prayed that God would forgive the people who were killing him. He saw heaven open and Jesus standing at the right hand of God. Faith in the resurrection does not deny death. It looks to Jesus, who is greater than death. Because we have a true home and the Lord is waiting to welcome us, believers can love, forgive, and have hope even in the face of death.
2. See Jesus’ Love and Holy Anger in Our Tears (vv. 28–37)
Martha returned home and quietly told Mary, “The Teacher is here and is asking for you.” When Mary heard this, she quickly got up and went to Jesus. Verse 32 says that Mary fell at Jesus’ feet and said:
“Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died.”  John 11:32
Mary’s words were the same as Martha’s. But Mary could not continue a long conversation as Martha had done. She fell at Jesus’ feet and cried. When Jesus saw Mary crying and the Jewish people with her also crying, he was deeply moved and troubled. Then Jesus also wept.
The tears of Jesus show his deep love. He shares our pain.
The words translated as “deeply moved in spirit and troubled” show more than simple sadness. The Greek original word means strong feelings of anger and deep emotion. Jesus showed holy anger when he saw how sin and death crushed people made in God’s image and trapped them in sadness and fear. Death was not part of the original goodness of God’s creation. It is the last enemy that entered through sin. Jesus went to the tomb to stand against the power of death.
Mary was overwhelmed with sorrow because her brother Lazarus had died. In that society, losing a male member of the family could also cause serious financial difficulty. Some people also said, “Could not the man who opened the eyes of the blind have kept Lazarus from dying?” Their words contained both faith and unbelief.
The tears of Jesus were not the hopeless tears of a powerless person. They were the tears of the King /God’s Son who was about to defeat death. They were the tears of the Saviour who was fighting the power of death for the people he loved. The Lord does not ignore our sorrow. When we cry because of illness, death, failure, or loss, he does not only watch us from far away. He comes near and cries with us. But the Lord does not stop with crying. He leads us into life.
Today, we too may focus only on our sorrow and pain and fail to see Jesus, who is the resurrection and the life, standing there with us. The Lord is deeply saddened when our pain and tears prevent us from seeing him and when our problems seem greater than Jesus. Therefore, we must bring all our problems, struggles, and suffering before the Lord and fix our eyes on Jesus.
3. Obey His Word and Move the Stone (vv. 38–44)
Jesus went to the tomb. The tomb was a cave, and a stone covered its entrance. Jesus said to the people:
“Move the stone away.”  John 11:39
Martha answered, “Lord, he has been dead for four days. There will already be a bad smell.” Because Lazarus had been dead for four days, his body would already have begun to decay. Martha saw the reality of the smell and decay. At that moment, what she saw had more authority in her mind than the words of Jesus, who was with her. It is not wrong to see reality clearly. But when we place our own experience and judgement above the words of Jesus, it becomes unbelief.
“Did I not tell you that if you believed, you would the glory of God?”  John 11:40
Jesus did not deny reality by saying, “There will be no smell.” He told Martha to believe in God, who is greater than that reality. Faith does not mean refusing to see reality. Faith sees death, the smell, and despair, but still trusts the words of Jesus above them. Martha and the people could not bring Lazarus back to life. But they could move the stone. Only Jesus can give life, but the people had to stop speaking words of unbelief, obey His word, and open the entrance to the tomb.
After the people moved the stone, Jesus looked up to heaven and thanked the Father for hearing him. He had already prayed and received the answer. Jesus prayed aloud so that the people standing around him would believe that the Father had sent him. The purpose of raising Lazarus was not only to end one family’s sadness. It was also to help people believe that Jesus is the Son of God and the Lord of resurrection and life, sent by the Father.
“Lazarus, come out!”  John 11:43
When Jesus gave this loud command, Lazarus, who had been dead, came out of the tomb. His hands and feet were wrapped with strips of cloth, and a cloth covered his face. A dead man heard the voice of Jesus. Jesus has the authority to call the dead and give them life.
“Untie him and let him go.”  John 11:44
Jesus told the people to remove the cloths that were binding Lazarus. The people could not raise Lazarus from the dead, but they could move the stone. They could also remove the cloths so that the living Lazarus could walk freely. This teaches us about our role. We cannot give spiritual life to another person. Jesus is the one who saves and changes people. However, we can obey his word, remove obstacles, share the gospel, pray, and lovingly help the people whom the Lord has given life to walk in freedom.
There are also stones in our hearts that must be moved. There may be the stone of giving up, which says, “This person will never change”; the stone of unbelief, which says, “It is already too late”; the stone of pride, which says that only my idea is right; and the stones of hurt, hatred, and an unforgiving heart. We may also allow the fearful and hopeless messages of the world and the media to fill our hearts, so that we cannot hear the Lord’s word. We can move these stones by obeying the word of the Lord.
Obedience turns our eyes away from circumstances and our own judgement and turns them toward the Lord. It means trusting God. The words, “If you believe, you will see the glory of God,” invite us to see what God will do. We must leave the results in the Lord’s hands and obey him. The Lord is at work around us every day. As we meditate on his Word and pray, he shows us what he wants us to do. When he does, we should obey. This is how we participate in the Lord’s work and experience his presence with us. 
Even today, Jesus calls people out of the tombs of despair, sin, and fear: “[Name], come out.” The Lord tells us to come out of the tomb of despair, the tomb of sadness, the tomb of failure, and the tomb of guilt. We cannot give life to another person. But we can listen to Jesus and obey him. We can pray in faith for the people we love, love and serve them, and share the gospel with them.
Conclusion: Jesus Raised Lazarus and Then Went Toward the Cross
The miracle of raising Lazarus clearly showed who Jesus is. Many people were there when Lazarus was raised, so the news would soon reach Jerusalem. This was the final public miracle of Jesus recorded in John’s Gospel. It was also the miracle that directly brought the event of the cross closer.
When the news reached Jerusalem, the religious leaders made their plan to kill Jesus more definite.
The miracle of Lazarus does not promise that believers will never experience death in this world. It shows the eternal life that is found in Jesus. It also gives us a preview of the complete resurrection in which all who believe in Christ will share on the last day.
Jesus carried our sins on the cross and was buried in a tomb. But on the third day, he rose again and broke the power of death. The Lord, who is still alive today, calls us when we are trapped in the tombs of despair, sadness, and sin.
The risen Jesus is alive today and is living with us. We still experience illness, suffering, and death in this world, but none of these things can rule over us. This is because Jesus, who is the resurrection and the life, has destroyed the power of death and is always with us.
Commitment and Application
  Let us not remain trapped in past failures, regrets, and resentment. Instead, let us look to Jesus, who is with us now, and begin again to pray , hagadah, and meditate on God’s Word. (then we listen to his voices and obey them)
  Let us fast from media and pray for the VIPs around us, our friends, family members, and house-church members.
  Moving the stone requires cooperation. Let us pray together in unity by sharing our prayer requests and gathering on Zoom. Let us bring our temptations, struggles, and problems before the Lord and pray for one another.
  Let us entrust to the Lord the family members, VIPs, mokjang members, friends, and neighbours whom we cannot change. Let us pray for them in faith and continue to serve them with love.
  Let us invite the unbelievers around us to our mokjang gatherings and Jesus Reception Meetings so that they may encounter Jesus. 
“I am the resurrection and the life. Do you believe this?”
“Lord, I believe. I will look to you, who are with me even now, and I will obey your word and move the stones that I need to move.” Amen.
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