Seek God’s Glory in Times of Trouble
John 12:27–36
Last week, we learned that Jesus said, “Unless a grain of wheat falls to the ground and dies, it remains only one grain; but if it dies, it produces many seeds.” He also said that whoever loves his life will lose it, but whoever hates his life in this world will keep it for eternal life. And he said, “If anyone serves me, he must follow me.”
But today’s passage feels a little different. Jesus says, “Now my heart is troubled. What shall I say?” Jesus also experienced deep trouble.
We also face times when our hearts are troubled and life is hard. Sometimes we feel discouraged. Sometimes we cry. Sometimes we cannot sleep. Having faith does not mean that our hearts are always peaceful. So feeling troubled is not itself a sign of unbelief. The important question is: whom do we look to when we are troubled?
Through today’s passage, I hope we can learn from Jesus how to live when we go through suffering.
1. When We Are Troubled, We Should Seek God’s Glory
“Now my heart is troubled, and what shall I say? ‘Father, save me from this hour’? No, it was for this very reason that I came to this hour.” (John 12:27)
The word “troubled” comes from the Greek word ταράσσω (tarassō). It describes a heart that is deeply shaken, disturbed, and in pain. Jesus was not calm and untouched as he faced the cross.
As Jesus took on full humanity, he experienced not only the physical pain of the cross. He also carried the weight of taking upon himself the sins of all people. His disciples would scatter. People would mock him and crucify him. Above all, as he bore our sins, he would experience the terrible pain of separation from God. Jesus knew all of this. That is why his heart was troubled.
The words in verse 27, “Father, save me from this hour,” show that Jesus truly felt the deep pain of the cross. But his prayer did not end there. He said, “It was for this very reason that I came to this hour.” Jesus did not deny his pain, but he chose the Father’s will and the mission given to him over escaping that pain.
“Father, glorify your name.” (John 12:28)
This was Jesus’ prayer. His final prayer was not, “Please make this situation go away quickly.” It was, “Father, glorify your name.” This shows the center of Jesus’ life.
To glorify God does not simply mean saying, “I give glory to God.” It means recognizing God as the most worthy and precious One, valuing God and His Word above everything else, and submitting to His will and rule even when they are different from what I want. It means seeing God as supremely beautiful and worthy, and obeying Him because His will is greater than my own.
Jesus showed this perfectly on the cross. God’s love was revealed on the cross. The love of John 3:16—“God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son…”—was shown most clearly there. God’s holiness and justice were also revealed on the cross. God does not simply ignore sin. At the same time, the saving power of God was shown on the cross.
So the cross is not only a place of suffering. It is the place where God’s love, justice, salvation, and glory were shown most clearly.
We also face difficulties. We can pray for healing when we are sick. We should pray for problems to be solved. We can pray for our family to be saved, for a job to open, for a visa to be granted, and for financial problems to be solved. There is nothing wrong with these prayers.
But we need to go one step further. We should be able to pray, “Lord, more important than solving this problem is that Your name be glorified through it. How do You want me to live in this situation?”
We need to listen to what God is saying to us, often through His Word, and ask, “What do I need to do? What do I need to obey? What cross do I need to carry?” We need to ask these questions and be willing to obey.
This is what it means to glorify God.
Our faith grows when we choose God’s will even in the middle of suffering.
The same is true for our mokjang shepherds as they serve their groups. After finishing work, it is not easy to prepare food while tired, care for the group members and VIPs and pray for them everyday. We may not see results quickly. But when we keep one soul in our hearts, pray, and serve, God sees it as precious. This is one way we glorify God.
Even if it is difficult for us, if the Lord is pleased and God is glorified, we need to be willing to carry such crosses. 
It is also not an accident that we are living in Brisbane. Of course, we should pray for our families in Korea, but God has also placed people around us here. Caring for them, praying for them, serving them, and leading them to Jesus are all part of the mission God has given us. And through this, God is glorified.

2. The Cross Is Not Defeat but God’s Victory
In verse 28, after Jesus prayed, “Father, glorify your name,” a voice came from heaven: “I have glorified it, and I will glorify it again.” God had already shown his glory through Jesus’ life and ministry, and now he would show his glory again through the cross and the resurrection.
To people, the cross looked like Jesus’ failure. But in verse 31 Jesus says something amazing.
“Now is the judgment of this world; now the ruler of this world will be driven out.” (John 12:31)
Here the word “now,” the Greek νῦν (nyn), is repeated. It means that right now, through the cross, something decisive is beginning.
People thought they were judging Jesus. Rome sentenced Jesus to death, and the people crucified him, so it looked as if they were judging him. But Jesus says, “No. Through this cross, the world itself is being judged.”
Why? The sinless Son of God came into the world. The light came into the world. But people loved darkness more than light. John 3:19 says, “Light has come into the world, but people loved darkness instead of light because their deeds were evil.”
The cross showed how serious human sin is, because people killed the Son whom God sent. At the same time, God’s judgment against sin was also shown on the cross. Jesus carried our sins in our place. But if we forget the grace of Jesus’ atoning death and keep following the ruler of this world, we experience God’s judgment. So the cross is both the place of salvation and the place of judgment.
3. Satan Was Decisively Defeated at the Cross
Jesus says, “The ruler of this world will be driven out.” Here, “the ruler of this world” refers to Satan. Then how does Satan work in this world?
“You used to live in these sins, following the ways of this world and the ruler of the kingdom of the air, the spirit who is now at work in those who are disobedient.” (Ephesians 2:2)
Ephesians 2:2 shows us that Satan’s work does not always appear in strange or dramatic ways that we can easily see. Satan works through “the ways of this world.” He leads people to follow the values and thinking of the world instead of God’s Word. He makes life without God seem normal and leads people to value their own thoughts and desires more than God’s Word.
Paul also calls Satan “the spirit who is now at work in those who are disobedient.” The important word here is disobedience. Satan’s work leads people not to trust God, to reject God’s Word, and to live according to their own will.
This is also what Satan did with Adam and Eve. “Did God really say that?” He made them doubt God’s Word, and in the end they disobeyed God. Satan still whispers today: “Do you really need to obey that much?” “Isn’t your own opinion more important?” “Everyone else lives this way. What is wrong with it?” “You can obey later.” If we keep following these thoughts, we slowly move farther away from God’s Word.
So we should not simply follow the ways of the world. We need to think and judge everything by God’s Word.
Here we see an important contrast in today’s passage. Satan’s way is the way of disobedience, but Jesus’ way is the way of obedience. Satan says, “Live as you want,” but Jesus prayed, “Father, glorify your name.” The cross is the place where perfect obedience defeated the power of disobedience, the power of Satan.
And it was at the cross that Jesus decisively broke Satan’s power. Colossians 2:15 says that through the cross Jesus disarmed the rulers and authorities and triumphed over them. Hebrews 2:14 also says that through his death Jesus destroyed “the one who holds the power of death—that is, the devil.”
Therefore, Jesus’ cross is not defeat. To people, it looked as if Jesus had been defeated by Satan and the powers of this world. But the truth was exactly the opposite. Through his death, Jesus broke Satan’s strongest weapons: sin, condemnation, and the power of death.
Of course, this does not mean that Satan is no longer active at all. We still have spiritual battles. Satan still lies, tempts us, and tries to discourage believers. This is often described as “already, but not yet.”
The decisive victory has already been won at the cross. But the final and complete victory will be fulfilled when Christ comes again. So we are people who fight while holding on to the victory Christ has already won. We can experience the power of Jesus now as we seek God’s will and obey him. Jesus is our true King.
4. The Cross Has the Power to Draw People to Jesus
“And I, when I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all people to myself.” (John 12:32)
Here, “lifted up” first means that Jesus would be lifted up on the cross. But in John’s Gospel, being lifted up on the cross is also connected with Jesus being glorified. To people, the cross was shame, but to God it was a place of glory. To people, the cross looked like failure, but to God it was the victory of salvation.
The Greek word for “draw,” ἕλκω (helkō), means more than simply inviting someone from a distance. It has the sense of pulling or drawing someone toward you. The same word is used in John 6:44: “No one can come to me unless the Father who sent me draws them.” Salvation includes the sovereign work of God.
We do not save people. We do not change people simply because we speak well. Jesus is the One who draws people to Himself.
Then what is our role? We pray, love, serve, share the gospel, and faithfully meet the people whom God is drawing to Jesus.
In this context, “all people” means people from every nation and every kind of background, including not only Jews but also Greeks. Just before this passage, some Greeks came because they wanted to see Jesus. After the cross, the gospel goes beyond the Jewish people and spreads to the whole world.
So we should not give up on people easily. We do not know whom God is drawing. This is also why we pray for our VIPs. We are not trying to change them by our own strength. We pray, “Lord, please draw this person to you,” and we love and serve them.
5. Believe in the Light While You Have the Light
In verse 34, the people ask Jesus, “We have heard from the Law that the Christ will remain forever, so how can you say that the Son of Man must be lifted up?” They had their own picture of what the Messiah should be. They expected the Messiah to free them from Roman oppression and rule forever as a strong king.
But the Old Testament had already spoken about a suffering Messiah. Isaiah 53 says that he would be pierced for our transgressions, crushed for our sins, and that our sins would be laid on him. The people chose only the parts of Scripture they wanted instead of receiving the whole message of Scripture.
We need to be careful too. We may like verses that comfort us but ignore verses that call us to obey or repent. We may like promises of blessing but avoid teaching about the cross. But God’s Word is not something we can choose from only according to what we like. God is our Creator and our Lord. Therefore, even when his Word is different from what we think, obeying it is how we honor God.
“You are going to have the light just a little while longer. Walk while you have the light, before darkness overtakes you… Believe in the light while you have the light, so that you may become children of light.” (John 12:35–36)
There is one final and very important message here: the time to obey is now.
“I will believe later when my situation gets better.” “I will serve when I have more time.” “I will pray after this problem is over.” “I will obey later.” But the Bible says: now.
When God speaks to us, most often through His Word, and when the Holy Spirit moves our hearts—reminding us of something we need to repent of, someone we need to forgive, someone we need to serve, or someone with whom we need to share the gospel—that is the time to obey.’
Every day we face a choice: will we follow “the ways of this world” in Ephesians 2:2, or will we follow Jesus, who is the light? If we do not actively follow the light, we do not simply stay in the same place. We can slowly become used to the darkness. So while we have the light, we must believe in the light and obey today what God tells us today.
Conclusion
Dear brothers and sisters, Jesus was also troubled. But even in his trouble, Jesus prayed, “Father, glorify your name.”
We also face such moments. There are times when we must put down our own will. There are times when we must deny ourselves. There are times when we must keep praying for someone for a long time. There are times when we must obey even if it costs us something. There are times when we must carry our cross.
At those times, I hope we will not only pray, “Lord, please take this away quickly,” but also pray, “Lord, even in this situation, please glorify your name. Show me how I should obey you.”
The cross is not failure. At the cross, the sin of the world was exposed. At the cross, Satan suffered a decisive defeat. At the cross, the way of salvation was opened for sinners. And even now, the risen Jesus is drawing people to himself through the cross.
So what we should do is clear. Even when we are troubled, we should seek God’s glory, trust the victory of the cross, care for and serve the people Jesus has entrusted to us, and obey now while we have the light.
Jesus loved us so much that he gave his own life for us. That Jesus is still with us now. I pray that every day we will pray, “Father, glorify your name,” joyfully carry the cross the Lord has given us, and follow Jesus to the end. Amen.
Elisabeth Elliot tells a story. One day a king was passing through the streets, and a beggar saw him and became excited. He thought, “The king will surely give me a lot.” But instead, the king held out his hand and said, “Give me something that you have.”
The beggar did not want to give much. So he gave the king only three grains of rice. At the end of the day, when he emptied out what he had received from begging, he found three grains of pure gold in his bowl. He had received exactly as many grains of gold as the grains of rice he had given to the king.
Then the beggar cried out in regret:
“Oh, I wish I had given the king everything!”
We can feel the same way when God asks something from us. We may feel that something is being taken away, so we give only a little and hold on to the rest. But what we give to God is never truly lost.
Jesus did not live that way.
“Father, glorify your name.”
Jesus gave even his own life completely to the Father.
When we stand before God at the end, we will not regret, “I gave too much to God.” Instead, we may regret, “Why did I not give more? Why did I not give everything?”
So when the Lord speaks to us, let us not hold back. Let us gladly give him our time, our money, our gifts, and our lives.
Let Us Respond to God’s Word
First, let’s seek God’s glory first in times of suffering.
We may not only ask for my problem to be solved quickly. We will ask, “Lord, how do you want your name to be glorified through this?”
Second, Let’s follow God’s Word instead of the ways of the world.
We may recognize the ways of the world and the spirit of disobedience described in Ephesians 2:2, and We may make my decisions by God’s Word, not simply because everyone else lives that way.
Third, let’s obey today instead of putting it off.
If there is something I need to repent of, forgive, serve, stop, or begin, I will not say, “Later.” I will obey today while I have the light.
Fourth, let’s care for one person God has placed near me.
This week we will choose one person, pray for that person every day, and serve that person with love. Instead of trying to change that person by our own strength, we may pray that Jesus will draw that person to himself.
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