Title: Jesus Loves to the End Even When Judas Betrays Him
Introduction:
Last week, we looked at Jesus' perfect love that continued to the very end. Jesus knew that Judas was thinking about betraying Him, but Jesus still washed Judas' feet and loved him him to the end. Jesus also commanded His disciples to wash one another's feet, serve and love one another. Washing someone's feet means bearing with that person's weaknesses and serving that person. This is a mark of a community that loves Jesus. Our Mokjang small groups and our church should also be places where we bear with one another's weaknesses, serve and love one another.
Today, we will first look at Judas' betrayal and then at Jesus' endless love. Betrayal hurts deeply. It is especially painful when someone we have loved and cared for betrays us. Judas was one of the twelve disciples, and he was in charge of the money. He learned from Jesus. He learned the Scriptures, God's Word, and how to share the gospel from Jesus. When the disciples went out two by two on mission, Judas also drove out demons and healed the sick. He also saw many miracles that Jesus performed. How could such a man betray Jesus? Today's passage shows that Judas' betrayal did not suddenly happen one day. A thought that he kept in his heart grew into sin and finally became an action. At the same time, the passage shows how patiently Jesus waited for him and how Jesus loved him to the very end.
1. If we keep holding on to thoughts from Satan, those thoughts will finally control us.
John 13:2 says that Satan had already put into Judas' heart the thought of betraying Jesus. People often think that their thoughts are their own and do not matter. But Satan can also attack us through our thoughts. People are often spiritually insensitive. If someone comes at us with a knife, we quickly run away. But when Satan puts destructive thoughts into our minds, we may not see them as serious. We keep thinking about them and open our hearts to them. Our thoughts can become a route for Satan's attack. When we hold on to thoughts that go against God's Word and let them grow, those thoughts can become a doorway through which sin enters. At the same time, the Holy Spirit also guides us through our thoughts. The Holy Spirit reminds us of God's Word and reminds us of God's will (jn14:26).
But Judas kept holding on to the thought that came from Satan, and finally he reached the point where he wanted to betray Jesus. He kept that thought in his heart until Satan finally took control of him. Yet Judas continued to hold on to that thought. Ephesians 2:2 says that Satan works among those who are disobedient. When we keep thoughts in our hearts that go against God's Word and allow those thoughts to grow, we give sin a place in our lives. In verses 10-11, Jesus also said, 'Not all of you are clean.' He said this because Judas was there. He was thinking how to hand over Jesus to the chief priests. In verse 18, Jesus said that the Scripture would be fulfilled: 'The one who ate bread with me has lifted his heel against me.' In verse 21, Jesus was going through a very painful moment. He had loved and served Judas, but Judas would not let go of the thought of betraying Him. Jesus was deeply troubled as He saw Judas preparing to hand Him over. Yet even in this painful moment, Jesus saw that even His betrayal was taking place within God's Word (Ps41:9). When something happens that we cannot understand, we often first listen to what other people say or think about human ways to solve the problem. But in all our suffering, we must look to Jesus. We must look at God's Word, remember God's love, seek God's will, and move forward in obedience. Many people try to judge God's love by looking at how their situation is going. But God's love for us is not measured by our circumstances. The proof of His love is Jesus, who gave His life and died for us on the cross. The highest expression of God's love for us is the death of Jesus on the cross. And when we look to the risen Jesus, we can go through our difficulties in His love. We must turn our eyes to this love of God, meditate on God's Word, and hold in our hearts what the Lord is saying to us. 
Verse 19 tells us why Jesus spoke about Judas' betrayal before He was arrested. He wanted the disciples, when it happened, to believe that He was the Christ sent by God. In the book of Isaiah, Jesus is described as the suffering Messiah who bears the punishment for our sins. Even when Jesus is arrested and put to death, this does not mean that His mission has failed. Rather, it shows that He is the promised Messiah who takes our sins upon Himself and suffers in our place. Through His death on the cross and His resurrection, Jesus wanted them to believe that He was truly the Son of God and the Messiah. Even Judas' betrayal could not stop Jesus' saving work. Jesus died on the cross and rose again on the third day, showing that He is the Messiah, the Savior, and the Lord of all people. Then in verse 20, Jesus tells the disciples that they will continue His work. He says, 'Whoever receives the person I send receives me, and whoever receives me receives the One who sent me.' Jesus was telling them ahead of time that His disciples would be sent into the world as His witnesses of Jeus’ gospel.
2. Jesus Knew Judas Would Betray Him, but He Loved Judas to the End.
In verse 21, Jesus said, 'One of you will betray me.' The disciples looked at one another. Matthew 26:14-15 tells us that Judas had already gone to the chief priests, discussed how to hand Jesus over to them, and received thirty pieces of silver. Matthew 26:20-25 tells us that the other disciples asked, 'Lord, surely not I?' But Judas said, 'Rabbi, surely not I?' Jesus answered, 'You have said so,' showing that Judas was the betrayer. The other disciples did not understand what Jesus meant, but Judas understood. Judas knew that Jesus knew what he was planning to do. John 13:23-25 tells us that Peter made a sign to John, who was beside Jesus, to ask Jesus who the betrayer was. Jesus said that it was the person to whom He would give the piece of bread after dipping it. Then He gave the bread to Judas. Jesus also told him to do quickly what he was going to do. The disciples did not understand what Jesus meant. Because Judas was in charge of the money, they thought that Jesus might be telling him to buy something needed for the festival or to give something to the poor.
At that time, giving someone a piece of dipped bread was an expression of love and kindness. Jesus loved Judas to the very end and wanted him to turn back. 
3. If We Refuse the Opportunity to Repent, We Finally Go into Darkness.
When Jesus warned about the betrayal and gave the bread to Judas, Judas should have repented right away. But he continued to hold on to the thoughts from Satan and did not want to repent. When he finally decided to disobey, Satan entered him and took hold of him. If we keep wrong thoughts from Satan in our hearts, those thoughts will finally come out in our actions. In Matthew 26:24, Jesus clearly warned that there would be woe for the one who betrayed Him, but Judas still did not let go of his thought. Repentance means that our way of thinking is made new. Romans 12:2 tells us to be changed by the renewing of our minds. “Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what God's will is—his good, pleasing and perfect will.” Repentance is not simply feeling sorry for what we have done. It means turning the direction of our thoughts before God's Word and choosing to obey God. Our mind is a spiritual battlefield. What we give our thoughts to will shape the kind of person we become. We can live as faithful soldiers of Jesus Christ, or we can allow ourselves to be used by Satan. That is why our minds must be renewed. They must be renewed by the Word of God. They must be renewed by the Holy Spirit. As our minds are renewed, we learn to reject Satan’s lies and follow the truth of Christ.
Second Corinthians 10:4-5 says that in spiritual warfare we must take every thought captive and make it obey Christ. Many people think that faith simply means being moved or touched by God's Word. No. True faith is shown when we hear the Word and obey it in our actions. That is why Jesus said in John 13:17 that we are blessed when we know that we should wash one another's feet and serve one another, and then actually do it. True faith produces the fruit of obedience. If we do not repent while sin is still at the level of our thoughts, we begin to open the door of our hearts to sin one step at a time. In the end, that sin can control us.
Even after all this, Judas did not turn back. So Jesus said to him, 'What you are doing, do quickly.' This can be understood as a form of judgment: Jesus no longer forced Judas to stop the choice that Judas stubbornly insisted on making. But Judas' betrayal did not destroy God's saving work through Jesus. Jesus willingly gave His own life for the salvation of the world (John 10:18). Jesus was not simply a helpless victim who was forced onto the cross by betrayers. He willingly gave His life for us.
Here we need to think about the nature of sin. Sin wants to hide. Even after Jesus spoke this way, the disciples did not think that Judas was the betrayer. Sin hides itself and makes excuses for itself. We compromise with the world and call it wisdom. We sin while saying, 'Just this once,' and we tell ourselves that it is not a big problem. But when we repeat sin, it becomes a habit, and finally that desire begins to control us and pull us along. One of Satan's lies is to make us think, 'I can deal with this whenever I decide to.' At first, I choose the sin. But if I continue to hold on to the sin, there comes a time when the sin begins to control me. In this way, sin grows little by little until it finally takes hold of us. So we must look at ourselves before God's Word. We should not be satisfied simply because we feel blessed by the Word. We must examine our thoughts, and when we find a wrong thought, we must repent and turn back right away. When we are constantly exposed to media such as dramas and pop songs, their content can fill our minds. We may keep thinking about these things, and they can create desires in us to follow the ways of the world. Therefore, we need to ask Jesus to cleanse our minds through His blood and fill our thoughts with God’s Word. Instead of dwelling on the things of the world, we should meditate on God’s Word.
If our thinking does not change and that change does not appear in our actions, sin remains in us. Jesus did not force Judas to stop. Jesus warned him, loved him, and gave him opportunities to turn back, but Judas rejected that love to the end.

Judas finally rejected Jesus' love and warning, received the bread, and went outside. We also have this kind of opportunity, what we may call a 'Judas moment.' We also have decisive moments when we must immediately turn back before God's Word. When God gives us an opportunity to repent, we must turn back at that very moment. Judas took the bread and went outside. It was night. This means that Judas rejected Jesus, the light, and chose the darkness that Satan offered him. In John's Gospel, 'night' is more than simply a time of day. It can also point to Judas' spiritual condition after leaving Jesus, who is the Light. Judas had been close to the Light, but he chose to walk out into the darkness.

4. Why Did Judas Betray Jesus?
First, Judas was greedy for money. In John 12, Mary poured very expensive perfume on Jesus' feet and wiped His feet with her hair. Judas criticized her and asked why the perfume, worth three hundred denarii, had not been sold and the money given to the poor. But John explains that Judas did not really care about the poor. Judas was in charge of the money bag, and he used to steal from it. This shows us how much Judas loved money. Second, he did not believe in Jesus as Lord. In Matthew 26:22-25, the other disciples ask, 'Lord, surely not I?' But Judas says, 'Rabbi, surely not I?' When Judas later came with the arresting group in the Garden of Gethsemane, he again called Jesus 'Rabbi' (Mark 14:45). He still saw Jesus only as a teacher and did not believe in Him as Lord. This was his failure. It is worth noticing that Matthew records the contrast between the other disciples calling Jesus 'Lord' and Judas calling Him 'Rabbi.' At the very least, this scene shows that Judas' relationship with Jesus was different from that of the other disciples. 
Later, when Judas saw that Jesus had been sentenced to death, he regretted what he had done and returned the money, but he finally ended his life by suicide. Peter also failed badly by denying Jesus three times. But Peter wept, came back, and was finally restored by Jesus. The difference between Judas and Peter was not simply whether they failed, but whom they turned to after they failed. If the attacks of sin and temptation are this serious, how should we live?

5. We Must Hold On to Our Gospel Identity in the Love of the Cross.
The only way is to hold on to the love of Jesus Christ. We must believe and accept that I am the person Jesus gave His life for on the cross and bought with the price of His blood. This is our identity. We are that precious to God. The greatest tragedy of Judas was not only that he failed, but that he never returned to the love of Jesus.
Jesus gave His life for us so that we would not live in darkness or be captured by Satan. He paid the price with His own blood and bought us. He saved us so that we can now live in the grace of Jesus Christ.
Therefore, we must hold on to this identity and overcome the world.
But many different thoughts from Satan can also come to us. Thoughts like the thoughts of betrayal that entered Judas can also enter our hearts. We may want to hide our sin, make excuses for it, or refuse to admit that we are wrong. When we keep sin in our hearts and begin to hide it, that sin grows more and more within us.
Therefore, when God warns us, we must not ignore His voice. We must simply admit our sin, repent immediately, and come into the light. We must not hide our sin or make excuses for it.
What protects us is not the self-confidence that says, 'I am okay.' What protects us is the confidence of the gospel that says, 'I am a person Jesus Christ bought with His own blood, and I belong to Him.'
Therefore, we must not walk into darkness like Judas. We must turn back immediately in the light of God's Word and remain in the love of Jesus to the very end. I pray that we will hold firmly to this identity and live by overcoming Satan's lies and the temptations of sin.
Decision and Application
1. Examine your thoughts and repent immediately.
Ask yourself: Where do my thoughts come from? From the world, from darkness, or from God? If a thought goes against God’s Word, do not hide it or make excuses. Bring it to Jesus, come into the light, and repent immediately.
2. Hold on to your identity in the cross.
I do not belong to Satan or to darkness. Jesus bought me with His own blood. I belong to Him. Even when temptation comes, let us remember who we are and remain in the love of Jesus.
3. Respond to God’s Word with obedience.
Let us identify one sinful or wrong thought that keeps coming into our minds, lay it down before Jesus, and turn away from it. Then let us make one specific commitment and share it in our Mokjang this week.
Reject the darkness, come into the light, hold on to Jesus, and obey His Word.


